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Consider The Lilies
N. E. Schrock
Have you ever seen the lilies in their dress as white as snow,
Or perhaps in red or scarlet as in spreading fields they

grow?

Have you paused to gaze in wonder at the texture fine and rare
That composes every garment that the lovely lilies

wear?

Kings all have their robes of ermine and their cloaks of eider
Yet, such splendor pales to nothing, likened to the lily's

down,

gown;

Even Solomon in glory, reigning over land and seas
Was outshone—left

in the shadow—by

the simp'lest

one of these.

But no man has ever seen a lily spinning in the sun,
Nor yet toiling hard to get its lovely garments sewed and

done;

They just stand and gayly swing and bend and smile the whole day
Giving cheer and joy and comfort
They well know their Heavenly

unto all who pass

long,

along.

Father will supply their every need—

Though they be but grass so feeble—though

they be a common

weed;

So they never have a worry and they never have a care
For the things they need for substance, or the things they need to wear.
From the lilies we should learn a truth we really ought to
Wfc

know-

Even Jesus taught it plainly when on earth so long ago;
If our God so cares for lilies, soon to die and pass away,
How much better will He care for those who trust Him every

day!
•—Selected.
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Relief and Service News
Sponsored

by Relief

MCC CLOTHING DISTRIBUTION
IN FRANCE
Elsie Bechtel
The story of MCC clothing distribution
in France is more or less a disappointing
one up to this time. In spite of the great
need of clothing and our efforts to meet
this need, MCC delegates have been able to
personally distribute only a very little
amount. Early in the war, Ernest Bennett
was able to help distribute one shipment of
clothing from Akron.
In the summer of 1942, MCC sent a shipment of clothing through the International
Red Cross and the Quakers. Our own workers were not able to assume any responsibility for giving out this clothing. However, a few bales from this shipment reached our Children's Home and were distributed by Roger Georges during the absence
of MCC workers in France.
In November, 1944, there were gathered
together in London about four tons of
clothing which came from Canada and
Akron. It was unfortunate that this shipment was sent to France in time to arrive
in Paris just at the time of the Rundstedt
offensive in the Ardennes Forest. Much
chaos and disorganization resulted in the
western zone of the war from this movement. Because of this disruption the clothing arrived in Paris about three weeks before the orders for its distribution. Therefore, when Sam Goering and Henry Buller
arrived1 in Paris they were not able to locate this clothing. It had either been distributed through military orders or through
the regular c h a n n e l s of Entr' Aide
Francaise. which is a national relief organization. The E.F. officials were quite concerned about this situation and promised
to give an allotment of clothing from their
stocks to make up our "loss." Actually
we did not consider this a "loss" for we
assumed that needy people received the
clothing. Our delegates, however, were not
able to help with its distribution.
Another shipment of six and one-half
tons was shipped to France by way of
Amis des Volontaires Francais. When our
staff investigated at their London headquarters they were informed that they were
able to carry out the distribution without
our help.
In July, 1945, Entr' Aide Francaise made
good their promise of an allotment of
clothing. We received between three and
four tons which were brought to Plottes,
one of our Children's Homes and are now
in the process of distribution. This clothing is very welcome as the children in our
homes are in desperate need of clothing.
Recently when Henry Buller was in Paris
he was informed that nearly one ton of
clothing had left London for France. This
will be the first MCC clothing to be distributed in France by MCC delegates for a
long time.
The people in France have almost de• pleted their stock of clothing through the
long years of war. With winter coming on,
there will be real suffering here unless outside help is given. The workers here are
looking forward with a great deal of impatience for the arrival of some of the
plentiful stock stored in the clothing center
at Ephrata and elsewhere.
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at Dallas Center, Iowa. His death was the
result of an attack of pneumonia. David
was a member of the Old Order River
^Brethren Church.

Committee

Relief to German Baptists

Another Special Project to Open

Representatives of the North American
Baptists (formerly called German Baptists)
appeared before the Executive Committee
of the M.C.C. and requested the services
of our relief organization in taking relief
to members of their church in Germany.
In taking action on this matter the committee has offered them the services of the
M.C.C. within the limits of its facilities
and license as a relief agency, to assist
them in sending relief to their brethren in
Germany.

Another special project on the West
Coast has been approved to receive a C.P.S.
unit. This proposed unit of forty men will
be in connection with the U. S. Veterans
Hospital for mental patients at Roseburg,
Oregon.

C.P.S. NOTES
History of Mennonite C.P.S.
Selective Service has authorized the appointment of two C.P.S. men each by the
central committees of the Friends, Brethren, and Mennonites for research work on
C.P.S. The M.C.C. plans to assign two men
to the Akron office to collect materials for
a history of Mennonite C.P.S. Paul Albrecht
and John Oyer have been selected to do
this work, and pending their arrival at
Akron, Howard Kauffman is initiating the
project. Some of the materials for such a
history can only be collected while the
C.P.S. program is still in operation, which
is the reason for beginning it at this time.
C.P.S. Men Take Tests
In recent months quite a number of
C.P.S. men have been taking General Educational Development tests on the high
school and college levels. The purpose of
these tests is to measure educational development which may have resulted from
practical experiences such as that gained in
C.P.S. Those passing the tests receive high
school or college credit, and a number of
men who expect to return to school when
released are using this method to obtain
credit for their C.P.S. experience. The tests
have the approval of the Mennonite and
Brethren in Christ colleges. They are administered in the various camps and units
by the personnel secretaries or persons acting in that capacity. Most of the base
camps have now been provided with fulltime assignee personnel secretaries whose
work is to give counsel on vocational and
educational plans.
B.S.C. to Continue Administration
As has been announced before, the American Friends Service Committee has officially decided to withdraw from the administration of C.P.S. on March 2, 1946—six
months after V-J Day, the time when they
feel their agreement with Selective Service
ends. Recently, the Brethren Service Committee said: "While we had hoped that
C.P.S. would be discontinued by, March 2,
1946, and indeed recommend such to the
government, we will continue our participation in C.P.S. for the sake of the men yet to
be inducted and for the men now in our
camps who desire to continue under church
administration."
C.P.S. Man Fatally Stricken
David Keller, a member of the Dodge
County. Wisconsin, dairy farm unit, died
November 17 at a hospital in his home town

C.P.S. Briefs
A poll among C.P.S. men in M.C.C. camps
is being taken by the Education Office in
the C.P.S. Section at Akron to determine
the favorite Bible chapters of C.P.S. men.
This idea was suggested by a Mennonite
minister as a parallel to the poll taken by
the American Bible Society in the armed
forces.
Twenty-five men at the Greystone Park,
N. J. unit have volunteered their services
as attendants on cattle boats upon completion of their C.P.S. service.
Starvation Grips Central Europe
"Famine has come to Central Europe. A
recent report of the Health Department in
Vienna, speaking of children under one
year, asserts: 'The physical condition,
cases of disease and infant mortalitv in
Vienna are today worse than for about
40 years.' Veteran relief workers know this
means that babies are worse off now than
after the last war. when they thought they
had seen record-breaking misery in the
Austrian capital.
"In Germanv the situation is so bad that
six ships of 10.000 tons each would be required every day for six monts in order
to sup^lv the population with enough food
this winter. A writer who has just visited all sections of Germany stated in the
conservative Journal de Geneve that under
Hitler children of less tl^an three- years of
age received more than 1-250 calories a day,
and older children 1.500 to 2.300 calories.
'What a contrast.' he exclaims, 'with the
rations of July and August this year.'
" 'In many regions, children get no snecial rations,' he points out. 'In
Heidelburg
at the end of July, nursing1 babies were
given onlv half a pint of milk, and if this
tiny quantity gn-ve out. the mothers, too
weak to nurse th° new-born, gave them
watery soup. Children over three got each
week the same rations as adults: 1.000
grams of br-ead. 75 grams of oil, 1^0 grams
of meat. 500 grams of not-^toes. Vegetables
could hardly he found. This ration represents about 500 calories r>er dav.' The doctor cited to him cases of children between
six aiH twelve weighing onlv 17.6 pounds.
" 'Whpn we remember that the" Swiss
Federal Food Commission considers 2 000
calnripq as a daily minimum,' says Dr.
Boehrin^er. 'while the Joint Commission
quotes 2.400, and when we read that the
lnmat°s of concentration camps were condemned to gradual starvation bv receiving
—1.500 calories, we cannot but feel deet)
concern at figures of 760 calories in Vienna
and 850 calories in Tyrol.'
"Though conditions in Belsr;nm, France,
the Netherlands and western Enrone generallv are very severe as compared to the
United States, the nroblem is s*raduallv bemsr conquered. Not so in Central• Europe.
(WP)
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A Finished Chapter

T

HE volume of life contains a variable
number of chapters for different individuals. In the morn of creation man's
years were many. But because of the
curse of sin and in the mercy of God a
limit was set for the span of mortal life.
That limit was, however, not absolute. It
was what one might term a "slide rule."
But however well one may conserve his
health and energies, it is very unusual indeed for a person to span a century.
The years hurry past us, as a tale that
has already been told. In other words,
each passing year is likened to a finished
chapter in the great unfolding story of
life. If a book were written without chapter or paragraph divisions it would be
rather tedious reading. And how nearly
impossible it would be if there were no
sentence divisions. We need punctuation,
paragraphing and dividing into chapters
for clarity and effectiveness in the literary
field. And we need the terminals in our
lives for our human understanding.
In reading a book, one has a definite
sense of accomplishment when he has finished a chapter. If the book is well written one finds it difficult to lay it aside until he has reached the end of a chapter.
And if the plot is well laid and the subject matter exceptionally interesting, one
may find it most difficult to put the book
aside until the last chapter has been read.
Life is designed to be a most absorbing
volume. To make it more absorbing, the
Author has punctuated it with the sentences
of days, the paragraphs of weeks, the subdivisions of months and the chapters of
years. We will find it much more interesting if we will patiently put our best into
each sentence as it opens for us. When
one skips sentences and paragraphs he
misses much that' the author intended.
There are those who are so short-sighted
that they "peek" at the last chapter before the book is half finished. In the volume of life, one may finish the last chapter and close the book at any time he
chooses. But he can never go back again
and get the missing threads that he "skipped." There is a finality to each sentence,
each paragraph, each chapter that has no
parallel in our libraries. What is done is
done forever. We may try to make corrections but they are a sort of addenda in
the succeeding pages.
Another year has passed into history.
From the viewpoint of world movements it
has been a most significant and strategic
year. Events of very far reaching importance have occurred in 1945—events which
will undoubtedly cast their shadows into
a very long time future, if Jesus delays
His return. As we have been so often reminded, we have passed into a new era
physically, with the release of atomic
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energy. And it is now conceded by most
of those who are in position to know that
we are heading into another war which
will be utterly devastating.
And so as we finish the chapter of 1945
and prepare for the opening of the yet
sealed chapter of 1946 we are far from
optimistic. There is almost nothing in the
closing of the present year to reassure us
for the new year ahead. We have passed
another milestone, and a most significant
one indeed. But humanity is farther, much
farther, from its cherished dreams than
ever before.
Peoples the world over are tragically disillusioned. Seeds of hatred and vengeance
have been cast into the four winds. This
year closes on a rising crescendo of violence such as has been heretofore unknown.
Is the picture utterly, hopeless, then?
Thank God, it is not! It is a time to lift
up our heads for our redemption draws
near. It is a time for renewed dedication
to the will of God. It is a time for constant intimacy with Him lest coming He
find us sleeping. His repeated injunction
to "watch" is especially pertinent in the
days ahead. For those days hold promise
of being even far more significant than the
days just past.
And so as we finish the chapter marked
"1945" we almost breathlessly break the
seals of the New Year. What is written is
on record forever. It will face us one
day when the books again are opened.
There is only one way of preventing any
part of its contents rising to condemn us
—to have the blood applied. That is a
great purgative. Hallelujah! And we can
go into the unexplored New Year ahead
with no condemnation if we are trusting
in the finished work of our Lord Jesus
Christ.
Keep the record balanced up-to-date.
Keep constantly under the atoning blood,
that you may finish your course with joy.
May God bless this unfolding year to you
and may your life be a blessing in it.

ff.QS>. 9f.

The New Year
HE season of the year has again arrived
when we realize the days of the old
year are about spent and we largely, with
hardly a thought of the passing year that
has marked another mile stone in our life,
look forward eagerly for the New Year
with whatever plans and wishes we may

419

The New Year has long been known as
a time of stock taking and the charging
off of bad accounts, profits and loss, etc.
Would it not be well however, for us to
linger a few moments with bared head and
silently reflect on what our accomplishments have been the past year in relation
to our Creator.
We have written the pages of our daily
history of the past year with indelible ink.
It can never be rewritten. It is possible
to have our sins blotted out and ou."often" infirmities may be divinely overruled and our mistakes may teach us lessons that will give us wisdom to avoid
th«ir recurrence in the future, but every
one of us will be compelled to acknowledge of the past that we are powerless to
change one iota. With Pilate we must
say, "What I have written I have written."
The business of living is after all serious
business.
To

T H E C H I L D O F GOD

Who has every account settled up to
date, the New Year will open a clean
blank page for the daily record which
must inevitably be written. What shall
the record be?
The possibilities and privileges are so
great and the yet unattainable heights and
depths of Christ's
wonderful spiritual
riches, so abundant, which He greatly desires to bestow upon those who will have
them, that our experience in the coming
year ought to be one of increased spirituality, deeper love, abounding wisdom, and
greater fruitfulness in heart and life. Let
us not then be satisfied with anything but
God's best for every day of the New Year.
May we also be given a vision of the great
needs of the many thousands all around us
who need the pardon, peace and security
which alone can be found in Jesus Christ
the Saviour and Redeemer of the world.
To T H E SINNER

Whose record of sin and disobedience
still stands unconfessed, and unforgiven.
What a sad picture to enter upon the New
Year with a load of guilt and condem
nation resting upon them, and realizirr
that with all the good resolutions, they
are simply "treasuring up wrath against
the day of wrath," by a life of continual
sin and disobedience. How quickly and
surely all this might be changed. There
is only one remedy, but it is effectual.
Praise God.
"Bring all your sins to the crucified One
Jesus will wash it away."
—Evangelical Visitor, Dec. 20, 1920.

T

have.

Mere resolutions such as many make at
this season of the year will never change
conditions but if souls who have realized
the need and hunger for righteousness
should take courage in the promise, "they
(Continued on page eleven)
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CONFESSION IN RELATION
TO BIBLE HOLINESS
The Scriptural Basis—Our Guide and Authority
Joe/ E. Carlson
The Bible foundation for our belief and
teaching is evidenced by the following
scriptures:
"For godly sorrow worketh
repentance
to salvation."
(II Cor. 7:10)
"Bring forth therefore fruits meet for
repentance." (Matt. 3:8)
"If we confess our sins he is faithful
and just to forgive us our sins and to
cleanse us from all unrighteousness."
(I
John 1:9)
"He that covereth his sins shall not prosper: but whoso confesseth and forsaketh
them shall have mercy." (Prov. 28:13)
"With the heart man believeth unto
righteousness; and with the mouth confession is made unto salvation."
(Rom. 10:

io>
"Confess your faults one to another, and
pray one for another that ye may be healed." (James 5:16)
T H E THEOLOGICAL DISTINCTION

N an understanding of terms we might say
that both confession and consecration
relate themselves to man's part in obtaining the experience of sanctification. Consecration involves the necessary act of dedication of one's body, possessions, talents
and time, etc. These are the assets of the
person and soul, which God wants to use
with the benefit of divine wisdom in the
individual's life and service. He only has
access to them as they are consecrated and
placed upon the altar.
But confession has to do, not with the
assets of the life, but with the riddance of
the spiritual liabilities of the soul, that inheritance of sinful traits. The spiritual
liabilities of the soul, in no sense, go on
the altar, for God doesn't want them; for
they are not subject to the law of God,
neither indeed can be. Therefore they are
reserved for elimination, for destruction,
for death. The Bible uses various terms
to designate this disposition, viz.: the old
man, the law of sin and death, the flesh,
the carnal mind, or just plainly "sin,"
meaning the principle of action.
The power of God will slay this evil
disposition, if voluntary personal abhorrence is experienced and proportionate
penitent confession is made, accompanied
by faith. This is the province of cleansing
from the sin principle. Penitential confession is the path that leads to the essential
place of crucifixion, where is experienced
that crisis, of which afterwards the person is able to say with conviction: "I am
crucified with Christ, nevertheless I live,

yet not I, but Christ liveth in me, and the
life that 1 live in the flesh I live by the
faith of the Son of God, who loved me,
and gave Himself for me." (Gal. 2:20)
Praise His Matchless Name!
We admit that most of the scriptures relate confession to specific acts. We understand that sanctification relates more to attitudes than to acts. Nevertheless we maintain that godly sorrow for these ungodly
attitudes calls for fruits worthy of repentance and we conclude that the whole tenor
of confession includes its significance to
the experience of sanctification.
T H E PSYCHOLOGICAL REASONABLENESS

The necessity of proper and complete
confession for sins is accepted on the part
of those persons concerned in a literal
obedience to the Scriptures. Its validity is
proven in the resultant type of experiences enjoyed by those who have thus
obeyed. The experience of justification is
always more real and definite and lasting
on the part of those who have made full
confession of their sins and the restitutions
necessary. Persons avoiding this literalness
have to be content with a less vitalizing
type of faith.
As obedience in the initial experience of
grace rewards the individual with a far
more satisfying experience of grace, so
likewise will careful obedience reward the
seeker after holiness with a far more substantial experience of heart purity. As a
matter of fact, there is no way of obtaining the genuine experience with any
cheaper price. There is no bargain counter for the rich things of grace and godliness. The sainted Fletcher remarked that
"not more persons are pardoned because
not more confess their sins, and likewise
not more persons are purified because not
more persons confess their impurities."
Now the simple psychological reasonableness which confirms and rewards a
soul in thus following the Bible (for the
Bible commands are always in keeping
with the essential needs of our makeup) is
that God wants us to know what we are
by depravity, and it does one a lot of good
to be willing to admit it. The definite
transaction of an oral admission to particular traits of carnality which are resident in one's bosom, has the distinct effect
of making an indelible impression upon
our mind and consciousness to the point
where we remain more fully aware of the
pit out of which we have been dug.
By one's taking the confession route, he
shall reach the remedy himself, and then

December 31, 1945
he shall be able to lead others along the
same satisfactory r o u t e . Significantly
.enough, when God operates upon one's
soul in relation to its sinful nature, He
doesn't use any anaesthetic, for He wants
the person to know fully the seriousness
of the cancer, and the certainty of the deliverance.
CERTAIN NECESSARY CHARACTERISTICS

That the dependability of this manner
for receiving the endowments of grace may
be proven, it is necessary to follow the direct path and not get side-tracked by any
half-way measure. One must avoid the danger of being "too general" in this confession. It is so easy "to lump things together in one sum," to generalize, when something specific is what the Spirit of the Living God demands. When God puts a label
on a manifestation of sin, and along with
the label of its particular color and frequency He attaches your name, it is necessary to admit, "Yes, that is me, and I am
ashamed of it and sorry, and I ask for deliverance from it immediately." As we
name it, confessing it according to I John
1:9, let the soul exercise faith that God
delivers from that particular trait. He
said he would do it.
In obtaining a revelation of one's own
heart some things come to knowledge
quicker than others. God is faithful and
will give us revelation just as fast as we
are able to receive it. They say that light
travels fast, until it strikes the human
brain, and then it doesn't travel so fast.
The light about our inner depravity is not
something which we are quickest to receive
and admit. Nevertheless honesty, sincerity
and determination will characterize the
true seeker after holiness, and the soul
must respond to this enlarging indictment
of one's personality.
It will be easier to admit to some traits
than to others. The faster we admit to the
more humiliating aspects of our sin, the
more rapid will be the crisis of crucifixion.
Here faith ought to function progressively.
Entire sanctification means the completed
crisis of crucifixion. "The very God of
peace sanctify you wholly." The personal
reception of the Holy Ghost, the Baptism
with the Holy Ghost, signifies the seal of
the completed work. This is the point and
goal for which seekers after holiness
should set out, and never give up, until
the same is realized.
(To be continued)

Romans Eight
Maurice Mioore
Let God move you to Romans eight—
A righteous walk and a holy state;
That He might purge away your dross,
And help you count all things but loss.
—Meath Park, Sask.
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Prayer Corner
Prayer Day in Madhipura
Leoda

Buckwalter

W

E had just heard of Bro. and Sr.
Hoke's arrival in Saharsa. And then
came an invitation from Sr. Rohrer to
come to Madhipura on the first Friday ot
November, and meet with the others in fellowship and intercession for the work. So
we went, Bro. Buckwalter by pony on the
morning of the 2nd, and I in the shampom
the day previous.
It was with joy we met these new recruits out from home. We, and our fellow
missionaries, had prayed so long and at
last, here was part of the answer to those
prayers. Five had come to us during this
past year to help carry on the work. And
we know the Lord will continue to open
the way for those who look India-ward.
As all the missionary staff (except Bish.
Dick who had to stay behind to hold the
station) met for prayer in that Madhipura
living room our hearts were greatly stirred. There was joy and sadness mingled
—joy because God had brought the Hokes
and Srs. Rohrer and Rosenberger. to the
field, and sadness because we were in the
room which Bro. and Sr. Charles Engle
loved. We were with them in spirit during their--great trial, and many many prayers ascended in their behalf. Surely there
is no association quite so close as the association of the missionary staff with each
other while in a foreign land. We are as
one big family, and we belong to each
other. We share common joys and griefs
and problems which others cannot always
understand. There is surely a tie that
binds.
There was victory too, in our prayer
day. As we brought problems of the work
before the throne, we felt that God does
hear and answer prayer. We have often
proved that true. Being on the front lines
of this spiritual battle we must keep our
supply lines clear. To keep always close
to God and filled with His Spirit is one of
the largest problems of missionary life.
So many cares and responsibilities press,
and we are giving out to others so continually. It is necessary, then, to keep in
close touch with God to draw daily on
those fresh sources of supply and grace
which meet our every need.
It has been months since all of the missionary staff have been able to meet together for our monthly Prayer Day. But
each station observes the first Friday of
each month, and wherever we are, we thus
become one at the Throne of God. In the
homeland there are some who also set
aside this day to especially pray with us
for the work. May these few grow to
many. Let us form a great voice of sup-

plication for the work in India and meet
together before the Father. He does hear
and answer prayer. Praise His name.
—Barjora Mission, India.
1 «0»
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pray, believe that ye receive them and ye
shall have them."—Mark 11:24.
6. Asking
according
to God's
will.
"This is the confidence that we have in
Him, that, if we ask anything according
to His will, He heareth us."-—I John 5:14.
7. Asking always in Jesus Name. "Verily, verily, I say unto you, Whatsoever ye
shall ask the Father in My name, He will
give it you."—John 16:23; 14:13, 14.
GREAT EXAMPLES

(Jer. 33:3—Heb. 4:16—Jude 20, 2 1 ) .
GREAT PROMISES
TO PRAYING SAINTS
1. The possibilities of faith. "If thou
canst believe all things are possible to him
that believeth."—Mark 9:23.
2. The immediateness of help: "Before
they call, I will answer; and while they
are yet speaking, I will hear."—Isa. 6 5 :
24; Dan. 9:20-23.
3. The unlimited supply of grace. "My
God shall supply all your need according
to His riches in glory by Christ Jesus."—
Phil. 4:19.
4. The power of abiding in Jesus Christ.
"If ye abide in Me, and My words abide
in you, ye shall ask what ye will, and it
shall be done unto you."—John 15:7.
Compare Rom. 8:26.
5. The perfect peace of prayer. "Be
careful for nothing, but in everything by
prayer and supplication with thanksgiving let your request be made known unto
God. And the peace of God which passeth
all understanding shall keep your hearts
and minds through Christ Jesus."—Phil.
4:6-7.
6. The abundant ability of God. "Able
to do exceeding abundant above all that
we ask or think, according to the power
that worketh in us."—Eph. 3:20.
7. The agreement of praying souls. "If
two of you shall agree on earth as touching anything that they shall ask, it shall
be done for them of my Father which is
in heapen."—Matt. 18:19.
GREAT CONDITIONS
OF PREVAILING PRAYER

OF BELIEVING PRAYER.
1. Abraham interceding for
Sodom.—
Gen. 18:22-33:19:29.
2. Moses interceding for
Israel.—Ex.
32:30:34; Num. 14:11-21.
3. Samuel interceding for King and
people.—I Samuel 7:5-12; 12:16-25.
4. Elijah interceding for fire and rain.
—I Kings 18:36-46; James 5:17, 18.
5. Daniel interceding for captive Hebrews.—Daniel 2:16-23; 9:3-23.
6. Paul interceding for prisoners
and
saints. — Acts 16:25, 26. Eph. 1:15-23.
(Comp. Acts 12:5).
7. Jesus interceding for a lost world.—
Matt. 26:37-46; Heb. 5:7.
"If ye know these things' blessed are ye
if ye do them."—John 13:17.
USE the Truth; ACT on it; TURN it
into PRAYER

Prayer Requests
From South Africa—For Chief Mtozima
and his wife that they may remain true in
the new step taken embracing
Christian
faith.
From one of our
a person in one of
perately in need of
vation would greatly
1

C.P.S. brethren—For
the units who is desGod, and whose salalter conditions.

«•»

«

Some one has well said, "Prayer moves
the hand that moves the world." Indeed no
greater privilege is given to the children
of God, whereby simply resting in the assurance of His Word, we find the reality
of a marvelous divine mercy and power
exercised so that even the impossibility becomes a possibility for God's glory. Let
us value it more highly, and exercise ourselves therein more earnestly, in obedience

1. Sin no longer cherished but forsaken.
"If I regard iniquity in my heart, the
Lord will not hear me."—Psa. 66:18.
2. A forgiving
spirit toward
others.
"When ye stand praying, forgive, if ye
have ought against any."—Mark 11:25; to His Word — MAKING PRAYER T H E GREAT
BUSINESS OF OUR LIFE. (Heb. 10:19-23).
I John 4:20.
3. A spiritual and not a carnal motive.
"Ye ask and receive not, because ye ask
Keep yourselves in the love of God,
amiss, that ye may consume it upon your looking for the mercy of our Lord Jesus
lusts."—James 4 : 3 .
Christ unto eternal life. Now unto him
4. Asking
earnestly,
importunately. who is able to keep you from falling, and
"Ask, and it shall ye given you; seek and to present you faultless before the presye shall find; Knock and it shall be open- ence of his glory with exceeding joy, to
ed unto you."—Matt. 7:7.
the only wise God our Savior, be glory and
5. Asking in the confidence of
faith. majesty, dominion and power, both now
"What things soever ye desire, when ye and forever.—Jude 21:24, 25.

4,22
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Naomi Lady, Sr. Martha Kauffman, Sr.
Anna Wolgemuth, and Sr. Mary Breneman.
Wanezl Mission: Filabusi, S. Rhodesia, S.
Africa. Elder & Sr. Albert Breneman, Elder
& Sr. Arthur Climenhaga.
Madia Mission: Choma, N. Rhodesia, S.
Africa. Elder & Sr. Elmer Eyer, Elder &
Sr. Bert Winger, Sr. Edna Lehman, and Sr.
Ruth Hunt.
Sikalonga Mission: Choma, N. Rhodesia, S.
Africa. Elder & Sr. J. Elwood Hershey, and
Sr. Anna Eyster.

India
General Superintendent: Bishop A. D. M. Dick.
Saharsa: O. & T. Ry„ Bhagalpur Dist., India.
Bishop' and Sr. A. D. M. Dick, Sr. B. Ella
Gay man, and Sr. Anna Steckley,
Madhipura Mission: Dauram, O. & T. Ry.,
India. Sr. Effle Rohrer, and Sr. Emma
Rosenberger.
Barjora Mission: P. o. Tribenkganj, via
Supaul, O. & T., India. Elder & Sr. Allen
Buckwalter.
Outgoing Missionaries:
Africa: Elder & Sr. D. B. Hall, Sr. Annie
Winger, and Sr. Fannie Longenecker.
India: Elder & Sr. George Paulus, Elder &
Sr. Wm. Hoke, and Sr. Shirley Bitner.
Missionaries on Furlough
Elder & Sr. Charles Engle, 660 E. Arrow
Highway, Upland, California.
Sr. Sadie Book, Ramona, Kansas.
Sr. Emma Frey, 256 F. St., Upland, Calif.
Sr. Anna R. Engle, Mt. Joy, Pa.
Sr. Annie E. Winger, Delisle, Sask.
Sr. Leora Toder, Mechanlcsburg, Pa., R. 2.
Sr. F. Mabel Frey, 256 F. St., Upland, Calif.
Eld. & Sr. Roy H. Mann.
Box 165, Mountville, Pa.
Sr. Elizabeth Engle, Bausman, Pa.

HOME MISSIONS
City Missions

Altoona Mission, 613 F o u r t h Ave., Altoona,
Penna, (Residence—1009 Rose Hill Drive)
Herman G. and Laura Miller.
Buffalo
Mission, 25 Hawley Street, Buffalo 13,
• •- E. V. Publishing House
N. Y. Arthur and Wilma Musser; Helen
Laban Wingert, Gen. Mgr. F r o . Tern.
Bowers. Florence Hensel.
Jesse W. Hoover, Acting Mgr.
Chicago Mission, 6039 Halstead Ave., Chicago,
(Brethren in Christ Publication Board. Inc.)
111., Phone Wentworth 7122., Sarah Bert,
301-305 North Elm Street
Supt. Emeritus; C. J. Carlson, Supt, and
Pastor; Avis Carlson; Alice K. Albright;
Nappanee, Indiana
E r m a Z. Hare. (Harriet Gough on leave of
absence)
Church Directory
Dayton Mission, 601 Taylor Street, Dayton,
Ohio., W. H. Boyer, Supt., William Engle,
Permanent Church Headquarters
Asst. Supt.; Susie Boyer; Evelyn Engle; Eva
Messiah Rescue and Benevolent Home
Dick; Angellne Cox.
2001 Paxton St.
Harrisburg. Penna.
God's Love Mission, 1524 Third Ave., Detroit,
Attention of General Conference Secretary
26, Michigan, Residence 20S3 Hazel Street.
Carl G. Stump, Supt.; J a n n a Goins Asst.
T H E CHRISTIAN LIGHT PRESS
Supt.;
Edith Yoder; Martha Sentz; Leora
Nappanee, Indiana
Kanode. Zone 8—Tel. Temple 1-8238.
Elizabethtown, Pa.
Messiah
Lighthouse
Chapel, 1175 Bailey St.,
The merchandising department of Brethren
Harrisburg, Penna. Joel E. and Faithe Carlin Christ Publication Board, Inc.
son;
Anna
Mary
Royer;
Anna E. Wolgemuth.
P. W. McBeth, Mgr.
Phone 26488.
Orlando Mission, 1712 Cook St., Orlando, Fla.,
Treasurers of the Different Boards
Charles and Myrtle Nye; Docia Calhoun.
Executive Board: Harvey W. Hoke, West MilPhiladelphia Mission, 3423 N. Second Street,
ton, Ohio; Canadian Treas., O. L. Heise,
Philadelphia, Penna. William and Anna
Gormley, Ontario.
Rosenberry; Sarah Brubaker; Anita BrechForeign Mission Board: Eld. Graybill Wolgebill.
muth, Mt. Joy, Pa.; Canadian Treas., Wm. Life Line Gospel Mission, 224 Sixth St., San
Charlton. Stevensville, Ontario.
Francisco 3, Calif., H a r r y and Katie BuckHome Mission: H e n r y A. Ginder, Manheim,
waiter. 311 Scott St. Zone 17.
Pa., R. R. 2, Canadian Treas., John Nigh. Welland, 36 Elizabeth Street, Welland, Ont.,
Hagersville, Ontario.
Glenn and Erma Diller. Phone 3192.
Beneficiary: Jacob H. Bowers, Collegevllle, Pa.
R u r a l Missions
Education: Homer G. Engle, Abilene, Kans.
Publication Board: Charles E. Clouse. NapCanoe Creek Mission, Hollidaysburg, Penna.
panee, Indiann.
Thomas Bouch and wife.
Sunday School Board: C. W. Boyer, 2223 N.
Farming-ton, New Mexico, Lynn and Elinor
Main St., Dayton 5, Ohio.
Nicholson.
Free Literature and Tract Department: Carl J.
Gladwin, Michigan, (To be supplied)
Carlson, c/o E. V. Publishing House, NappaHoughton Mission, Tlllsonburg, Ont., Elwood
nee, Indiana.
Young People's Work:
George
Lenhert
and Ethel Flewelling; Myrtle and Ruth
Abilene, Kansas, R 2.
Steckley.
belief and Service Committee: John H. HoffKentucky—Harold Wolgemuth, Supt.
man, Maytown, Pa.
Fairview—Esther Ebersole; E s t h e r Greenawalt.
FOREIGN MISSIONARIES
Home Evangel—James and Bonnie Payne;
Africa
Gladys Krayblll; Ida Lue Hane.
General Superintendent: Bish. & Mrs. H. H.
Gorlin—Harold and Alice Wolgemuth; ImoBrubaker, P.O. Box 711, Bulawayo, South
gene Snider; Elizabeth Hess.
North Star Mission, Meath P a r k Station, SasRhodesia, South Africa.
katchewan, Earl and Ellen Brechbill, Pearl
Matopo Mission: Bulawayo, So. Rhodesia, So.
Jones.
Africa. Eld. & Sr. Charles Eshelman, Eld. &
Stowe Mission, Stowe, Pa., John A. and EmSr. ,T. Paul George, Sr. K a t h r y n Wengert,
ma L. Climenhaga; Ruth Keller.
Carroll and Pulaski County, Virginia., Leroy
Sr. Mary C. Kreider, Sr. Verda Moyer.
and Vida Yoder; Edith Davidson; Esther
Mtsliabozi Mission: P. B. 102 "M", Bulawayo,
Buckwalter.
S. Rhodesia, S. Africa. Elder & Sr. W. O.
Winger, Elder & Br. Amos Ginder, Sr.
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Institutions
Messiah Home, 2001 Paxton Street, Harrisburg,
Pa., Eld. and Sr. Irvin O. Musser. Steward
and
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Messiah Orphanage, Florin, Pa., Bro. Clarence
W. Herr, Steward, and Sr. Susan Herr.
Matron.
Mt. Carmel Orphanage, Coleta, Illionis, Supt.
and Matron Bro. and Sr. Paul Book.
Beulah College, Upland. California.
.Tabbok Bible School, Thomas. Oklahoma.
Messiah Bible College, Grantham. Pa
Ontario Bible College, Fort Erie North. Ont
EVANGELISTIC SLATE
Charles W. Rife
Carland, Mich
Jan. 13-....
Merrill, Mich
Feb. 17-....
Henry Schneider
Mt. Pleasant, Pa
J a n u a r y 6^H. N. Mostetter
Dallas Center, l a
Jan
-....
E. J. Swalm
Montgomery Church, Pa
Jan
Harry L. Brubaker
Altoona, Pa
Feb.
Samuel Lady
Home Church, Sandusky, Mich. Dec. 25 - Jan. 1
Colyer
J a n . 13.2n
Green Grove
Jan. 21-Feb. 3
Granville
Feb. 4-24
J. L. Rosenberry
Locke, Ind
j a n > 7...
Charlie B. Byers
Martinsburg, Pa
....Dec. 30-Jan. 20
Cheapside, Ont
Feb. 17-Mar. 10
I r a J. Hoover
Crystal, N. Dak
Jan. 27-Feb. 17
Chicago Mission
April 7-21
Gladbrook, Iowa
Feb. 18-Mar. 3
R. I. Witter
Mount Rock, Pa
Jan. 13-Feb. S
Green Springs, Pa
Feb. 17-Mar. 3
Joel E. Carlson
Martinsburg, Pa
April .........
Henry A. Ginder
Souderton, Pa
Dec. 30-Jan. 13
Garrett, Ind
Feb. 3-17
Isaac S. Kanode
Buffalo Mission
Jan. 13-27
John Martin
Elizabethtown, Pa
March .........
1 <m

t

ARRIVAL ANNOUNCEMENTS
P r o m a cable dated, December 11th, we
learn t h a t Elder and Sister G e o r g e P a u l u s
and d a u g h t e r s a r r i v e d a t K a r a c h i , India.
On December 14th, w e received a cable
from Bulawayo, i n f o r m i n g u s t h a t E l d e r
and Sister David H a l l a n d children a r r i v e d
t h e r e safely.
W e a r e indeed g r a t e f u l for o u r H e a v e n ly F a t h e r ' s care in b r i n g i n g t h e s e Missionaries t o t h e i r r e s p e c t i v e fields of labor.
F O R E I G N M I S S I O N BOARD
per the Secretary

•—•
» ^«» «
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Civilian Bond Plan Terminated
Inasmuch as the current bond drive,
which officially came to a close, December
8, is the final war bond drive, the M.C.C.
Executive Committee agreed on December
15 to a proposal that the civilian bond plan
arrangement be terminated. The civilian
bond plan was the result of negotiations, in
the spring of 1942, of a Civilian Bond Committee with the U. S. Treasury Department
and was an arrangement whereby persons
who felt unable to purchase war bonds
could subscribe to Government securities.
According to a summary of subscriptions
under this plan, the amount of securities
purchased as of December 15, 1945, was
$6,604,675.64. Of this amount $4,786,276.50
was subscribed by Mennonites, $1,103,800.00
by Brethren, $322,046.64 by Friends, and
the remaining $392,552.50 by other groups.
A full report of subscriptions will be released at a later date.
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News of Church Activity
California
UPLAND — "The Lord has done great
things for us whereof we are glad."
Our revival began, November 4, continuing
for two weeks with Bro. Henry Ginder giving messages each evening under the direction of the Holy Spirit who must truly
have charge of any service if it is to accomplish things for God. There was a good
spirit throughout the meeting and souls
sought and found God in saving or sanctifying power, both in the evening services
and at Beulah College Chapel each school
morning. Thank God, He is faithful and
will meet every sincere seeking soul. Bro.
Ginder's pre-sermon talks to children
proved of great interest, and not to the
children only. We pray for a rich enduement of the Spirit's power upon Bro. Ginder as he ministers in other places.
Following the revival two evenings were
devoted to Love Feast services when our
evangelist helped to minister the Word. A
precious sweetness of fellowship was felt
as a large group commemorated our Lord's
sufferings and death. Some day commemorations will cease and we shall see Him
face to face. What Glory that will be!
At a service Sunday morning, December
2, eight precious young people and children
were buried with Christ in baptism and
united with the church. May God keep each
one true and faithful to the end.
Edna M. Harman.

Florida
ORLANDO—"Unto you therefore which
believe He is precious." (I Pet. 2:7). We
will invest in the thing we think worthwhile. Over seven hundred men gave their
lives trying to reach the North Pole.
Strange as it may seem, they believed it
was worth it. People pay any price of life,
health, or money for what they believe
worth-while. A little boy, here in Orlando,
the other day gave his life trying to rescue
his buddie. Paul said: "I count all things
but loss for the excellency of the knowledge of Christ Jesus my Lord." Give me,
I pray, a clearer vision of the beautiful
face of thy Son. Let me realize more perfectly His preciousness. Then will He more
fully possess me and with increased gratitude and eagerness will I share Him with
others. Amen! To begin a day with God,
is worth-while. Beginning thus, temptation
is rebuffed, sin is dismissed, sorrow is calmed, tears are dried, hope is increased and
life becomes pregnant with possibilities
for God. Hallelujah!
After a safe trip from Gladwin, Mich,
down through Ohio, Pennsylvania, Maryland, Virginia, the Carolinas and Georgia
we arrived at our little church in the city
of Orlando with a prayer in our heart and
a praise on our lips for the goodness of
God

•
.-•*
•' V i
We are enjoying a warm winter with
flowers blooming and the trees and grass
green. We also appreciate the citrus fruits
which are tree ripened. The markets are
full of fresh, green vegetables from the
winter gardens. Irrigation is needed to
grow a garden successfully. I am sure that
we will miss the nice large garden that
we have always been used to having, but
God has said, "Jehovah-Jireth."
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It is taking a lot of time for visting and
prayer, and getting adjusted to our new
field of labor. We are finding in this short
time that the people are very friendly, and
are responding to the invitation to our
services. Our attendance has been on the
increase and there were forty out to our
Sunday School and church services this
past Sunday morning, December 2nd. We
ask you to praise God with us for this
fine group of local people. Some of these
souls need God and we ask that you help
pray for their salvation. We need your
prayers and support for the mission work
here.
God has given us a wonderful love for
the work here in Orlando, but it does seem
so far away from any of our organized
Church districts, that someone suggested
we be called Foreign Missionaries.
We are glad to hear of those who are
interceding in prayer for our work here.
"If Zion travails She shall bring forth."
What a wonderful promise to God's children for the lost of earth. May God bless
each one for your gifts and letters of encouragement. Just a letter means a lot to
us.
OEIANDO MISSION
Receipts
Local Church offering
$32.87
Locke Sunday School, Indiana
15.82
Sr. Doc'a Calhoun
10.00
Bro. and Sr. Chas. Nye
15.00
Expenditures
Tahle account
$120.21.
Gas, oil and grease for car
16 00
Fuel for heating
2.85
Battery charged
1.00
Electric and water for parsonage
12.40
Electric and water for Church
5.66
Hwd., Misc.. etc
1.99
December 15, 1945—Defecit
$ 86.42
The Workers.

Ohio
VALLEY CHAPEL — Greetings to the
dear Brethren and Sisters. It has been
some time since we sent in a report from
here. So at this time we shall tell you a
little of our activities at this place.
First of all we want to thank God for
His faithfulness to us. Surely the Lord
has been good to us and blessed us. We
say with the Psalmist, "What shall we render unto the Lord for all His benefits to
us"? We are glad even in a changeable
world of turmoil and strife, to be serving
a God who never changes and does not forget His children.
The Lord again helped us to conduct a
Vacation Bible School with Sr. Elsie Bechtel
in charge. Sr. Nellie Rohrer, Sr. Doris
Rohrer and Sr. H. P. Heisey assisted as
teachers. The enrollment was fifty-five with
a perfect attendance of thirty-nine which
we considered very good. We feel this is
one way of reaching the children and trust
that lasting good will result from this concentrated study of God's word.
We held another tent meeting in the
New Castle area which will be reported in
a more detailed account elsewhere.
Eld. John N. Hostetter and wife were
with us over our fall Love Feast, November 10th and 11th, bringing with them our
sister, Mrs. Marion Climenhaga and son,
and Bro. Dale Ulery and family and Sr.
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O. B. Ulery and Sr. Ella Shautz were also
,here from a distance which we appreciated
so very much. We were glad too, to welcome some of the saints from New Castle
to our communion service and God met
with us and we praise Him for fellowship
one with another.
Our revival meeting began, November
25th and ended December 9th, with Eld.
William Engle of Dayton in charge. We
enjoyed and were benefited by the messages and were glad for a few who received definite help during these services.
The attendance was not so good because of
the "flu epidemic," some of our own families being affected.

Pennsylvania
NEW CASTLE—As the Lord of Glory
spoke to the Apostle Paul thru the man
who called "Come over into Macedonia and
help us" so we endeavored to answer the
call of the Lord thru some old fashioned
truth lovers, over in New Castle.
So on August 11, 1945, two cars with one
trailer, all loaded almost beyond capacity
with a tent outfit, left Louisville, Ohio and
journed eastward sixty miles to New
Castle. Pa., where the call had been repeatedly coming for a Gospel tent meeting.
We
arrived there around noon and as a
? l f " hnA b"^n seWtP'i by the New Castle
people where the weeds had been mowed and
light w^res and switch and meter had been
provided, we began unloading and at once
set to work setting up the camp outfit.
As evening shades drew nigh the faithful efforts of all were evidenced by seeing
the large Gospel tent erected as well as
the smaller tents. Bro. and Sr. Paul Buckwaiter who used their trailer to help bring
th° outfit over stayed by the camp that
night and on the Lord's Day as our first
s<y~vice was s^h^duled to start Sunday evening, August 12.
That first Sunday evening a nice group
of truth lovers gathered together for service and as no evangelist could be secured
for the entire meeting the writer had
charge of the first night, as well as several
other nights when no other minister was
available.
Monday evening, Bish. Henry Schneider
of Michigan arrived to hold several night
services on his way back from the Roxbnrg
Camp Meeting. He also brought our workers. Sr. Edith Gottshall. Sr. Margaret
Lenhar. and Sr. Ruby Buckwalter. Sr.
Doris Rohrer also assisted in the first week
of the meeting.
Bish. W. J. Myers of Massillon and Bish.
M. L. Dohner of Ashland both assisted in
giving forth the Word during this two
weeks' tent meeting, Bro. Dohner being
there for the closing services.
The attendance and interest of the meeting kept increasing from the first right on
thru, and even tho' various ones ministered
the Word throughout the two weeks, the
Spirit manifested Himself in praise services, shouts of glory were heard and victory was realized at the altar services, so
that the community was made to realize a
group of God's faithful people had come together to worship Him in spirit and in
truth. Some very definite seeking was done
on the part of some who professed to
know God, but had gotten cold and indifferent. Also God witnessed in healing power and one lady was raised from her sick
bed and was able to join her husband in
attending the services and singing the
praises of God. It seemed the closer the
truth came the more the people loved it.
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On the closing Sunday afternoon a reception service was held conducted by
Bish. M. L. Dohner. One Brother united in
Church fellowship after which the rite of
water baptism was administered to four individuals about 1% miles from the tent.
It was a nice quiet spot and ideal place to
have the baptismal service. God witnessed
in a special way to this service.
Because of a severe storm on Saturday
evening, damage being done beyond repair,
it was necessary to close the meeting even
tho' the sentiment was strong to continue.
The weather also was rather cold and uncomfortable to continue. The closing scene
evidenced a very urgent demand to be sure
and return next summer for another meeting.
We are glad also to report that since the
close of the tent meeting one of the Brethren who was baptized then was received
into Church fellowship at our fall Love
Feast here at Valley Chapel and is qualifying for a ministeral license. He has opened a place of worship in New Castle, Pa.,
iust out of the city limits going west on
Route 224 and 442. It is called "God's Bible Mission" and is in charge of
Bro. John M. Homner,
New Castle, Pa.
Anyone passing thru New Castle would
be heartily welcomed by Bro. Homner. We
^mcerely request the prayers of the church
in behalf of this new work at that place.
Eld. H. P. Hesiey.
CHAMBERSBURG — "The law of the
Lord is perfect converting the soul, the testimony of the Lord is sure making wise
the,simple; the statutes of the Lord are
right rejoicing the heart; the commandments of the Lord are pure enlightening
the eyes." These truths of the Psalmist
were proven in our midst during a revival
held at the Zion Mission Church, Chambersburg, from October 28 to November 18.
Eld. Earl Sider was our evangelist. His
plain definite teaching of the Word of God
was used by the Holy Spirit to convict,
souls of their need. A goodly number of
souls were aroused to seek a closer relationship with God. Some turned from indifference to diligence; others from the
power of Satan to the Kingdom of God.
Still others bowed at the altar of prayer
and sought for saving grace and sanctifying power. A time of spiritual refreshing and renewed religious zeal was experienced by all the believers.
As a congregation we feel this gracious
manifestation of the Spirit in our midst
which resulted in this move toward God
was a direct answer to the prayers of the
Church. The joys of the sinners returned
to Father's house and the shouts of saints
at the triumphs of grace climaxed many
of our services. We pray that the fire of
holiness which has been kindled anew in
the church may continue to burn until Jesus comes.
Bro. Sider proved himself a beloved
brother, a faithful minister, and fellow
servant in the Lord while he administered
the Word in our midst. We pray the Holy
Spirit may be as a wall of fire about Bro.
• Sider as he goes to other fields of labor.

— MARRIAGES —
YODER-WHITESEIi—On October 2, 1945, at
7:00 P.M., Bro. Russell L. Yoder, Parnell,
Iowa, and Sr. Miriam Irene Whitesel, Salona,
Pa., were united in holy matrimony. The impressive ceremony was performed in the
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Brethren in Christ Church a t Cedar Springs,
Clinton Co., Pa. Bishop Henry S. Miller officiating.
At present the Yoders are at home in
Montoursville, Pa., he being on detached service as a dairy tester but they expect later
to reside in the state of Iowa.
May the choicest blessings of God accompany them thru life.
MYEKS-LATTVEB — Miss Lois I. Lauver,
daughter of Rev. and Mrs. Harvey Lauver of
Miffilintown, Pa., and Thomas B. Myers, son
of Mrs. Mary Nell Myers, Shawnee, Okla.,
were married, Sunday evening, October 7, 1945.
The couple will be a t home, 764 De Barr,
Norman, Okla., where Mr. Myers is completing his college course in the Univeristy of
Okla.
May God's blessing be on this union thru
life.
DAVIS-LATTVER—On Saturday, August 25,
1945, at 12:00 o'clck at the home of the bride's
parents, Eld. and Mrs. Harvey Lauver, Mifflintown, Pa,, their daughter, Mary Esther became
the bride of Roy Davis, son of Mrs. John
Michael of Dauphin, Penna.
The couple were united in marriage by the
bride's father in the presence of the immediate family and bridal party.
NIGH.HAHN — A beautiful wedding was
solemnized in the Clearview Brethren in
Christ Church, in the presence of many relatives and friends, on Sunday, October 21st,
when Sr. Roxena Hahn, daughter of Sr. Elsie
Halm of Kindersley, Sask. became the bride of
Bro. Ross Edward Nigh, son of Eld. Edward
Nigh of Stevensville, Ont. The pastor of the
Church Eld. N. W. Climenhaga officiated. Since
God so graciously bestowed abundant gifts
upon each may He be the one to guide their
lives.

— OBITUARIES —
WIHOERT — Bro. Alvah Brechbill Wingert
passed to his eternal reward on November 29,
a t 5:30 a t the Chambersburg Hospital following a six weeks' illness, aged 46 years, 2
months, and 16 days. He was a son of the
late Bro. George W. and Sr. Minnie B. "Wingert. Surviving are his wife, Sr. Mary Ott
Wingert, and daughters, Julia Mae, Ethel
Alzada, Bertha Louise, son, Nathan W. Wingert all a t home. The following brothers and
sisters also survive: Solomon B., Levi B.,
Amos B., Abram B., George B., Paul B., Mary.
Catherine, and Ruth Wingert, all from near
Chambersburg.
In the passing of Bro. Wingert what joy
we have t h a t we do not need to weep as
those who have no hope. Bro. Wingert united
with the Brethren in Christ Church early in
life and his faithfulness to the cause of the
Church for Christ's sake gave him a hope of
the riches of the grace of God to an inheritance incorruptable, undefiled that fadeth
not away. Bro. Wingert will be especially,
missed by the Air Hill congregation where
he was active in various activities, and a t
the time of his death was on the teaching
staff of the Sunday School. The church, at
large will no doubt miss Bro. Wingert's contribution to the Evangelical Visitor. His most
frequent contributions were the pungent
truths given during revivals by various evangelists who served in his district.
His vigilance in using his talents to the
glory of God was best expressed in the text
used by the pastor, Eld. Harvey Musser, "He
was not for God took him." Gen. 5:24. Assisting a t the funeral were Eld. Avery Musser and Eld. John Byers. Services were held
at the Air Hill Church, December 3, a t 10:00
A.M. Interment in New Guilford cemetery.
FINANCIAL REPORT
The Board for
Young1 People's Work
June 1 to September 30, 1945
Balance on Hand June 1, 1945
$262.93
Receipts
March
Messiah Home Y.P.S., Harrisburg, Pa. $ 50.00
June
Bal. in checking account of former
treasurer
Martinsburg B in C.Y.P.S., Pa
Maytown Y.P.S., Pa
Zion Y.P.S., Kansas
A Friend at Gen. Conference

7.50
17.50
29.60
11.15
10.00

December 31, 1945
Pasadena Missionary Prayer Band, Calif. 15.00
Bethel Y.P.S., Kansas
1.50
Messiah Home Y.P.S., Harrisburg, Pa.
50.00
July
Y.P.S. of Merrill, Mich
Y.P.S. of Souderton-Silverdale Dist.,
Penna
Fairland Y.P.S., Pa. ..._

37.00
17.50
23.50

August
Sandusky, Mich
Zion Y.P.S., Kansas
Canadian Youth Conference,
(General fund)
Y.P.S. of Center, Clinton & Miffin Co.,
Penna

36.00
13.00
10.00
14.20

September
Dallas Center Cong., Iowa
Messiah Homo Y.P.S., Harrisburg, Pa.
"Total

5.00
50.00
$398.55

TOTAL RECEIPTS

661.48

Disbursements
June
Owen Alderfer,
Stationary and supplies
$ 6.77
Henry N. Hostetter,
Postage and stationary
43.00
Wm. H. Engle,
Postage and stationary
1.00
George Lenhert,
Postage, checks, bank charge
13.86
Total
$ 64.63
Balance on Hand Sept. 30, 1945
$596.85
(s) George Lenhert, Treas.

Additional Camp and Unit to Close
Besides the camp at Huson, Montana,
base camp No. 67, Downey, Idaho, and
special project, No. 127, American Fork,
Utah, will also close. The camp at Downey
will be discontinued December 15. The work
project, which consisted of dam construction, has been completed and no further
work -has been planned. The unit at American Fork, in connection with the Utah
State Training School, will also close on
December 15. The closing of this project is
related to the influx of a considerable
amount of local labor and the release of a
considerable number of the C.P.S. personnel.
Alvin Reimer, high school music teacher
from Kansas, is now conducting a threeweek music school at the Belton, Montana,
camp. He recently completed a similar
school at the Hill City, South Dakota, camp,
and reports excellent interest at both Belton and Hill City.
Edna Quiring of Canton, Kansas, has
just completed a three-month term of service in which she visited a number of eastern
camps and units to give instruction in
crafts.
Members of the mental hospital unit at
Howard, R. I., are making a special collection of clothing for relief.

Love not the world, neither the things
that are in the world. If any man love the
world, the love of the Father is not in
him. For all that is in the world, the lust
of the flesh, and the lust of the eyes, and
the pride of life, is not of the Father, but
is of the world. And the world passeth away, and the lust thereof; but he that doeth
the will of God abideth forever.—I John
2:15, 16, 17.

A
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TURNING LIFE'S GOLDEN PAGES
Basil Miller

W

E are opening another book at the
break of this New Year. It comes
as a new surprise for those who tread the
dusty roads of life's commonplaces. As
those who search out famous "first editions," rare manuscripts, priceless in
value, are elated at the discovery of some
treasure-find, so should we be when a new
edition of the years rolls before us. It
is a way untrod, a trail unblazed, a volume unthumbed, pages untouched.
In the new volume there will be page
after page of happy occasions. Chapter
will follow chapter when the purpose of
the Divine Hand will not be seen. It will
carry sentences that seem hard to understand. But on the other hand, gracious
pages will mark it that, in the future, will
be bound into "the book of golden memories." Take the new book, teachers, as it
comes from the hand of the Master-Penman, prepared by One who has led His
followers into "paths that they do not
know."
In the great museums I have stood before those glass cases which held rare
manuscripts for which a million dollars
had been offered. But their prices were
beyond computation. So take the New
Year. Use it to gladden life, to mark for
another a pathway that leads to glory and
joy, You will look back upon it as opportunities seized or squandered, milestones on life's highway to honor or defeat.
Yours is a task as teachers that demands
living for another—learning that you may
train another—being pure and upright that
you may fashion another in a similar
image. This new book about to open, turn
its pages as they come that on them deeds
of high purpose and flaming resolve be
burned as memories and landmarks.
From those pages of the New Year a
light may break that shall be as the poet
said of the light of the new continent discovered by Columbus, "time's burst of
dawn." Matchless opportunities will be
offered you for molding a character or
shaping a destiny. He was a dumb lad, so
the wiseacres said, but a faithful teacher
spent long hours with him and a silvery
haired prophet touched him with a noble
life. New volumes of time's book appeared, the dumb lad turned pages after pages,
marked them with purpose, grasped every
golden opportunity, and now we see an
aged man on his knees placing a period at
the. last sentence of a long stack of manuscripts. Twenty-five years he had labored
at the task, which now comes to a happy
conclusion. Not remembered as a dumb
lad now, but as the renowned Biblical authority, the greatest of his century, the
commentator, Adam Clarke.

•

•

It was but a golden page of life which
burned for some teacher who seized it. It
was a fount that burst from a new volume,
that a diligent servant of the Master guided until it became a mighty ocean of power and holy influence. For you such a
light may be about at appear, such a fount
may be about to burst. Turn those golden
pages of life—through them runs the silvery stream of Divine providence.
Teachers, take those lads and lassies
that look to you each Sunday for guidance
and shape them into holy characters. Let
the glory of Christ appear unto them—
for after all if Christ's glory comes it
must appear through you or through some
other personality that stands in its wondrous blaze. Yours is a task far wider than
being mere information dispensers, fact
givers. You are trainers to develop char-

Facing the New Year
Ruth
I pondered
I faced it
The horrible
In fancy

Buzzard

in thought on the New
with many a fear.
roar of the cannon,
I tho't I could hear.

Year,

My load was too heavy to carry;
My burden too pressing to bear.
I looked to the darkening
future,
And gave up, in hopeless despair.
I pitied myself with my heartache;
No other had suffered such loss.
But while I was sad and despondent
I saw, in the distance, a cross.
A man hung high on the framework;
His side was pierced by a sword.
His face was the emblem of pity;
I know Him—my Saviour, my Lord.
The sins of the world were upon Him;
He suffered in shame and disgrace.
His heavenly Father forsook Him,
And left Him to die in my place.
I fixed my eyes on the Saviour,
I saw a great rock by a cave.
My Jesus was gloriously
living
Triumphant o'er sin and the grave.
Now MY cross had faded to nothing
For MY debt by Him had been paid.
Since Christ overcometh forever
I can meet the whole world
unafraid.
I'm facing, with courage, the New Year
The future no longer looks grim.
I'm ready to solve every problem
For now I solve them through Him.
—Selected.
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acter. You are leaders to bring your children to Jesus. Yours must be the heat of
'a warm heart to break the chill of worldly
activities. When those children meet you
they must feel as Wesley did, their "hearts
strangely warmed."
There remains for each of you the opportunity of turning pages for your scholars. There are white pages of purity and
innocency. Dark pages of sin will be
opened unless some one guides those lives.
Some one must turn the scarlet page of
atonement and forgiveness. This is your
field. You are turners of pages for other
lives. Too many are found that will gladly turn those black and dark pages of sin
and evil. The very atmosphere of the
moral universe is tainted with iniquity. Sin
abounds; lust and passion have scored our
age. At the shrine of the golden calf America bows and worships. All of these
influences will tend to open the lives of
your pupils only too soon to paths that
lead to iniquity and transgression.
In these very plastic years you are called to that noble vocation, Sunday School
workers, of chiseling in the marble of
character the image of Christ. Then you
do all in your power, through the contact of a holy personality surcharged with
the dynamite of purpose, to bring the
Christian way to the feet of your scholars.
Open to them the possibilities of walking
upon the golden pages of life as Christ
walked. God and the Church demand more
of you than just "telling Bible stories,"
making marks in sand niles, cutting out
scenes, coloring pictures, and singing little ditties about "hear the pennies dropping."
Unless you turn those pages of life where
there will be the sunlight of God, and the
joy bells of redemption ringing, however
well you have mastered the art of classroom technic, you have failed. Open the
pages of your scholars' lives to the beauty
of Jesus. Build into their habit systems
now the practice of prayer. Create a love
for the Bible, its glorious passages, its
sacred memory verses.
Beware of trying to turn pages which
for you have not been opened. You can
never lead a scholar where you have never
been. To tell a child that Jesus forgives,
unless you have first tasted the sweetness
of pardon, makes your words sound like
tinkling cymbals.
Turn golden pages, filled with sunlight
and glory first for yourself this New
Year, then you will be enabled to open
them for your Sunday School classes.
—Gospel Herald.

They shall be abundantly satisfied with
the fatness of thy house; and thou shalt
make them drink of the river of thy pleasures. For with thee is the fountain of life.
—Ps. 36:8-9.
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BY HIS O W N BLOOD
Edward Gil more
"Neither by the blood of goats and
calves but by His own blood he entered in
once into the holy place having obtained
eternal redemption for us." Heb. 9:12.
HE Bible is a book of blood. It is mentioned some seven hundred times in
the Word of God. The crimson line can
easily be traced from Genesis to Revelation. God has placed a special sacredness
around blood. "For the life of the flesh is
in the blood: and I have given it to you
upon the altar to make an atonement for
your souls: for it is the blood that maketh
an atonement for the soul. Therefore I
said unto the children of Israel, no soul
of you shall eat blood, neither shall any
stranger that sojourneth among you eat
blood." (Lev. 17:11-12). The decision of
the Apostles in the Council at Jerusalem
carries the same principle when the Gentile believers were asked to abstain from
blood. (Acts 1 5 : 2 0 ) .

T

The life of the flesh is in the blood.
We are told that the human body normally contains about five pints of blood which
is pumped by the heart through the arteries
and veins every twenty-three seconds. The
blood cleanses and invigorates the entire
human body. The blood heals our wounds
and fights our diseases and when the blood
ceases to function we die. We have every
reason to believe that when God made
Adam and Eve that they were holy and
sinless and their blood was pure and sinless. But when they yielded to Satan the
awful curse of sin was pronounced upon
them and they became the parents of a
sinful race. Mankind is now sinful not
only by practice but also by nature. "And
were by nature the children of wrath, even
as others." (Eph. 2.3b).
Adam's sin
brought a curse upon the entire human
family (Romans 5:12) and that sin is
transmitted through the blood from one
generation to another.
And so it follows that when an Infinite
God began to deal with the sin question,
that only a substitutionary atonement of
blood would answer. Adam's and Eve's
first human effort at covering their sins by
an apron of fig leaves, (a covering without blood) was immediately rejected by
God, and God slew an animal, which necessitated the shedding of blood, and provided clothes for them. In Gen. 4 the
basic difference between Cain's and Abel's
offerings was a difference of blood. In
Exodus the slaying of the Passover Lamb
and the blood-sprinkled door-posts and
lintels meant deliverance to Israel. Leviticus pictures the streams of blood flowing
from the tabernacle sacrifices for the sins
of the people. Yes, sin calls for an atonement of blood.

But these countless sacrifices and streams
of blood were only types of the Great Sacrifice, the Lamb of God, who was yet to
come. And in Gal. 4:4, we read, "But
when the fulness of time was come, God
sent forth His Son, made of a woman,"
etc. The blood of bulls and of goats could
not wash away sins because they were of
this earth. No human being could become
a sacrifice for sin because all mankind
was under the curse of sin. So God provided a Man who was perfectly human as
well as perfectly Divine. The mystery of

Christ in Me the Hope of Glory
Alfred S. Rotz
Christ in me the hope of glory,
0 what rapturous joy divine!
And He never, never leaves me;
His sweet comp'nys always mine.
When I think of our relation,
As a father and a child,
0 how glorious my condition,
Saved and kept, pure, undefiled!
Christ in me the hope of glory,
Self is gone aind Christ is all;
For He sanctifies me wholly
And He never lets me fall.
In my tlwts and words He guides me
By His wondrous pow'r divine;
In temptation keeps me truly
On the hallelujah
line.
Christ in me the hope of glory
1 have all my needs supplied;
This shall be my constant story,
Christ in me the crucified.
His sweet presence in my being
Is alone my hope and plea,
By His grace and true believing
I shall serve Him
faithfully.

the Virgin birth of Jesus is the mystery
of the Gospel. How Jesus could have been
•conceived of the Holy Ghost is beyond all
human reasoning but it was the wonderful plan of the all-wise God to deliver men
from sin. Anyone born of human conception was a sinner himself and so could not
atone for sin. Quoting from Dr. De Haan,
"It is now definitely known that the blood
which flows in the veins and arteries of
the unborn babe is not derived from the
mother but from the father." Thus the
Virgin Mary provided the human body of
Jesus but the Holy Ghost provided His
sinless blood. The Apostle Paul declares
i u II Cor. 5:21, "For he hath made him to
be sin for us, who knew no sin." And the
Apostle Peter in I Peter 1:18-19, "Forasmuch as ye know that ye were not redeemed with corruptible things, as silver
and gold—but with the precious blood of
Christ as of a lamb without blemish and
without spot." This does not only mean
that Jesus never committed any sins but
that His very blood and nature were pure
and sinless. Jesus declares in John 14:
30b, "For the prince of this world (Satan)
cometh and hath nothing in me."

Christ in me the hope of glory,
I shall meet Him in the air
When He comes for His bride
quickly
For the wedding feast up there.
0 what joy to be immortal
With the saints all glorified,
Seated 'round the Master's table
As His saved and glorious bride.
Visitor.

;

In conclusion we can confidently present
an adequate and complete message of salvation from sin. Just as the blood in our
physical bodies heals our wounds and
bruises, so spiritually we can be saved and
sanctified by the precious blood of Christ.
In answer to Jeremiah 8:22 we can say,
"There is a balm in Gilead to heal the
wounded soul." It is the blood that maketh atonement for the soul. From the
Cross • of Calvary there flows a crimson
stream that can deliver and cleanse from
sin. Romans 5:8, 9: "God commendeth
his love toward us, in that, while we were
yet sinners, Christ died for us. Much more
then, being now justified by His Blood we
shall be saved from wrath through him."
Oh, that all men everywhere could say,
"The blood, the blood, is all my plea, Hallelujah, for it cleanses m e ! "
—Lowbanks, Ontario,

Christ in me the ho>pe of glory,
Tis the sweetest theme on earth;
Comes by faith in God most truly;
Then the glorious heav'nly birth.
Fellowship divine with Jesus
Brings His glory in my soul,
Makes me heir to heav'nly
treasures
That shall last while ages roll.

—For the Evangelical

December 3 1 , 1945
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G o d in Nature
A. Z. Conrad
Lord Kelvin was walking with Baron
von Liebig, the great chemist. They had
been conversing about the wonders of nature, particularly in the inorganic world,
when their conversation turned to the flowers of the field, the trees of the forest,
the balancing of the clouds, the glory of
the stars. Suddenly Lord Kelvin asked von
Liebig if he believed that the grass that
greens the field, and the flowers that glorify the garden originated from mere
chemical forces. "No more than I believe
that the books of botany which describe
them originated
from
mere
chemical
forces,"
answered the famous German
scientist.—Radiant Religion.
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I WILL; I WILL- IF"
Ruth Nicholson
N the edge of a small city lived Mr. and if she be left with us." With tears coursing
• Mrs. Benson and family. They had down his cheeks he arose and went to the
worked hard all their lives and were high- window. Some way, somehow he felt assured that the child would live. After one
ly respected by all who knew them.
Mr. Benson had not been well for sever- more long night of watchful waiting she
al months and at last was compelled to go seemed better, and in a short time the
to bed. With the best care he gradually wound began to heal. Just as it had been
grew worse and, in his weakened condition, in his case, she grew better slowly but
he developed a case of pneumonia, which surely. With anxiety over, Mr. Benson readded increased anxiety. A nurse was em- turned to his work again with renewed
ployed and with the most careful attention vigor and banished the thought of his
of both doctor and nurse he seemed to be sacred promise.
just holding his own.
A whole year passed by with conditions
One afternoon, in the absence of the practically the same as before sickness had
nurse, Mrs. Benson was on duty at her entered their home. As the autumn days
husband's bedside. He had been lying in came he was given work with a corn
a half stupor for several hours. Without shredder. With this particular kind of laopening his eyes she noticed him turning bor, no one can be too careful and then
his head slightly from side to side, and sometimes accidents happen.
very distinctly she heard him say in a
One cold day in the late fall, an attempt
whisper, "I will; I will, if You give me was being made to finish up the corn huskone more chance." He then lay very quiet ing. All were doing their part including
and went to sleep.
Mr. Benson, who worked at the feeder. In
Mrs. Benson felt very sure that she knew some way his sweater sleeve caught with
the solution to the words he had uttered. some stalks of corn and his arm was drawn
She, as well as others, had many times into the rolls of the machine. As quickly
prayed for Mr. Benson but he never was as possible the machinery was stopped but
willing to give Jesus complete rule in his not before his left arm and shoulder had
life. The words, she thought, were a prom- been bruised and crushed to some extent.
ise as well as a prayer.
However, after a few days of much pain
At the'end of two hours of natural sleep
he became more quiet and could rest,—
he awakened and took just a small amount
that is, he could rest when his troublesome
of nourishment.
conscience didn't suggest that he had
When evening came the doctor called promised to become a Christian man.
and seemed pleased to see just a slight
One Sunday afternoon he seemed greatchange for the better. With renewed hope
ly troubled. A look denoting a final dethey now watched for improvement.
cision crossed his face, and very softly
In the course of a few weeks he became
he said, "Mother, will you call Rev. D — —
able to be up. He seemed to be in a
and ask him to come here this afternoon?"
thoughtful mood most of the time, but Mrs.
"Yes," she replied, "I will be glad to
Benson did not mention the incident which
call
him," and hastened out to do his bidoccurred at the crisis in his sickness.
ding. Just as she reached the telephone
Health returned and with it there were
she heard a knock on the front door.
many things to be done. He became very
She quickly went to the door, and, to
much engrossed in his work, forgetting or
her
great surprise and relief, there stood
trying to forget the promise he had made.
. After exchanging greetings,
Several years passed by and still Mrs. Rev. D
he
inquired
as to Mr. Benson's condition
Benson prayed for her husband. He was
not a notorious character at all, neither and said, "I cannot explain it, but I could
not get away from the idea that I must
was he a Christian man.
He was the father of three girls. The spend the afternoon in your home, so
third daughter, being many years younger that's why I came."
"You need make no apologies," Mrs.
than the others, seemed to be the center
Benson replied, "for I had just gone to
of affection for the entire family.
While playing in a neighboring lot one the telephone to ask you to call, upon faday she stepped upon a piece of glass, ther's own request."
Upon reaching the sickroom, the minismaking an ugly wound. Careful attention
was given, but in a week's time infection ter very pleasantly remarked, "You wishhad begun. She became quite sick, so sick ed to see me, Brother Benson?"
that she required constant watching. It
"Yes, I wish to talk with you," Mr. Benwas during Mr. Benson's watch that he son replied, "Please be seated." He began
dropped upon his knees by the bedside and with his childhood days and disclosed one
prayed, " 0 God please spare our little girl chapter after another in his life's history,
to us; I was not true to my vow but I neither sparing himself nor apologizing
truly promise to become a Christian man for his negligence. After pausing a few
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moments, he said softly, "I'm ready to
set myself right with God."
Together, the minister and Mrs. Benson
prayed with him, and peace came to his
troubled heart. He lived a faithful Christian the remainder of his life, and it was
with much regret that he spoke of the
many years he could have served Jesus
had he kept his first vow.
A year ago he passed to his reward,
thankful to the last for the third warming.—The Y. C. Companion.

Editorial
(Continued from page three)
shall be filled." The provision has been
made, we may have our hearts purified by
faith, have the Spirit take possession of
our lives, and then the promise shall be
ours, "Blessed are the pure in heart for
they shall see God," with the realization
"'there is therefore now no condemnation
to them which are in Christ Jesus, who
walk not after the flesh, but after the Spirit."
Those who have thus learned to walk
after the Spirit may rejoice in the confidence of victory in the year to come, if
Jesus tarries, and rejoice exceedingly more
in the joy of being caught away if he
should appear during 1946.
The promise of his word, "My grace is
sufficient" and "as thy days thy strength
shall be," should fortify our hearts to
meet the.duties and conflicts which await
us with calm confidence.
It is certain this year shall mark the
passing of many an aged pilgrim whose
footsteps are even now tottering on the
threshold of their eternal home.
It is equally certain that others who are
perhaps young and strong, bearing the
burden of the work of the Lord, will obtain their release and shall enter in that
eternal rest and glory.
May we live in the strength of the Lord
that whether our years be many or few we
may "serve him without fear in holiness
and righteousness all the days of our life."
—Evangelical Visitor, Jan. 5, 1925.

The Word of God
John E.

Lebo

Read it for
Inspiration
Study it for
Information
Meditate on it for
Appreciation
Hide it in your heart for . Consolation
Obey it for
Revelation
Practise it for
TransformationShare it for
Impartation
Neglect it for
Ruination
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An African Chief and His
W i f e Converted
/ / . H.

VISITOR

Btubaker

BOUT a year ago there moved into our
Nsezi Outstation community Chief
A
Mtozima Gwebu and his wife. Mtozima
was recently appointed chief of the district. They came to make their home
among the people over which he was to
rule. They had formerly lived near a Roman Catholic Mission and his wife was
an adherent of this church. They are a
young couple with one child. The site of
their new home was bare veldt. They were
faced with the necessity of building before the rains which were close at hand.
Their new position was not an easy one.
It was made harder by the attitude of the
old men of the community who held to
heathen customs and by an element of ungodly younger men. Both groups sought
to draw the young inexperienced chief to
their ways. Mtozima did not know Christ
as Savior. He wished to do right. He desired good advice but he lacked strength
and conviction. The chief just before him
had been dismissed because he failed to
rule well.
Ther-Church members at Nsezi were anxious that their new chief become a Christian and support the work of the Church.
We encouraged them to pray for the chief
and to co-operate with him as far as they
could. Very earnest prayers were offered
for Mtozima and his wife. The wife first
began attending church services. About
five months ago she was converted. A few
weeks later the husband was converted.
One of their first requests was for a Bible and hymn book. Although these books
were very difficult to get we were fortunate
at the time to have a few copies on hand
and so could supply them a copy of each.
The break away from the old life has
been decisive and clear. Mtozima was a
heavy smoker. One night he went out onto the veldt and in the darkness threw away
his pipe. He said he did not look where
it fell as he did not want it again. An
old heathen counsellor came to him a few
weeks ago and suggested as chief he
should have some beer in his village and
both drink and supply his visitors with
beer. The old man intimated that it is
not conducive to good decisions to work
with a stomach void of beer. He suggested that if the chief would have his thirst
quenched by beer all would be much better and everybody would be happy. The
chief told him that he is fully satisfied
and very happy. The old counsellor could
not understand this at all for he had
neither smelt, seen, nor had any beer offered him in the chief's village that mor-

ning. In his amazement he asked, "Why
Chief, upon what are you satisfied?"
Mtozima pointed to the Nsezi church about
three-fourths of a mile away and said, "Do
you see that building over there? My satisfaction and joy comes from there. It fully satisfies me." It is said that the old
man walked away without another word.
We would request Prayer Bands and
others to especially remember Mtozima
and his wife in prayer. They will have
severe temptations, but we know God is
able to keep them. We know you will be
glad to join in thanksgiving to God for
this answered prayer.
—Bulawayo, S.

Africa.

Love Feast at Mtshabezi Mission
M. Kaufjman
Saturday morning of October 20, our
Love Feast service opened. Bishop and
Sister Brubaker, also Sisters Moyer, Wengert and Kreider from Matopo were with
us for these services. We appreciated very
much their presence and fellowship.
All the services were quite wrell attended. The five Out Stations near Mtshabezi
—Gwakwe, Lumene, Dula, Mqalazo and
Sibono—always come to the Mission for
love-feast occasions. We were pleased to
see a good representation from these
schools, especially for the Sunday services.
On Saturday afternoon thirty-five applicants were baptized and accepted into
Church fellowship. Our hearts are encouraged to see this number who are willing
to follow the Lord. They are, "Babes in
Christ," and need our and your earnest
prayers.
Saturday afternoon, before the baptismal service, a deacon for the Mtshabezi
district was chosen. The lot fell upon
Matibini Ndhlovu. He was a teacher for a
number of years, but after the death of
his wife, a few years ago, he left teaching
and since that time has been in charge of
the spiritual work at the Sibono Out-Station. Recently Matibini was married to a
good Christian woman. Pray that they may
fill their new position in faithful service
to God and the Church.
Sunday morning at 10:00 o'clock we
gathered for the communion service. Three
hundred and twenty met around the "Ta
ble of the Lord" to remember his suffer
ings and death. To meet thus in fellow
ship and communion always brings new
blessings and courage to God's children
We remember His death, "Until He
comes."
May we ask you to specially remember
the work here at Mtshabezi. There is much
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to cause us to be encouraged, but the enemy is also busy and in his subtle ways
,he tries to over throw the work.
May we as workers together for Him be
true until Jesus comes.

The Lost Opportunity
DAUD ROY

"Because there was no room in the inn."
Luke 2:7.
T saddens one to read this verse. Joseph
, . and Mary must have looked forward to
receiving good accomodations in the inn.
Why weren't they accepted when they were
of the house of David? It would seem
that it was due to Joseph and Mary being
ordinary and poor in appearance. If they
had been rich and important they would
surely have found a place for rest and
leisure in the inn.
This treatment of the poor is no new
thing in history. Rather, it has been the
condition down through the ages. Without
God, there is no help for the poor! Because the people in the inn shut out these
poor wayfarers, they also shut out the
Christ. At this Christmas time, then, let
us especially remember the poor. When we
open our bearts to the unfortunate, we
open them also for the Messiah. "As much
as ye have done it unto one of the least
of these my brethren, ye have done it unto me." Matt. 25:40. "And whoso shall
receive one such little child in my name
receiveth me." Matt. 18:5. Isn't it true
that many have plenty of room in their
hearts for the things of this world, but no
room for the Christ and His people? Jesus said, "The foxes have holes, and the
birds of the air have nests; but the Son
of man hath no where to lay His head."
Matt. 8:20. Alas, He who is Lord of the
world could not even find a place in the
inn in which to take birth. The world was
not worthy of Him. From the very first
He was set apart from the world. What
a consolation there is for us in this
thought. There is great strength therein.
In the kingdom of God it is the poor who
are called blessed. Luke 6:20.

I

Because of the crowd in the Bethlehem
inn the poor were overlooked. In those
days the people of Bethlehem were poorer
than they are now. The inn was filled
with wealthy travelers. It was a good opportunity to make money. History tells us
that the stable was made out of a natural
cave and that the manger was a natural
one made out of stone. People tied their
animals inside; and grass, straw, stones
and filth must have littered the place. It
is said that St. Jerome became an ascetic
and lived in this cave for thirty years
while translating the Bible from the Greek
into the Vulgate version. There Was no
place in this world for the Son of God.
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Therefore He took His place among men
at birth in the company of burden-bearing
beasts. That age took no notice of Him,
nor does the world in this age pay any
attention to the Christ. His parents were
so poor that they could find no lodging
nor could they afford a servant to help
them. They took the beautiful child and
wrapped Him in a cloth, then laid him in
the manger made of natural stone and
there lulled Him to sleep. In every detail
the world passed Him by.
Thus the King of kings, Lord of lords,
and Master of the world came to earth. He
who said, "Blessed are the poor in spirit" entered in this humble manner. He
Himself assumed the lot of the persecuted,
naked, and despised poor. What a reproach that there was no room in the'inn
for Him who opened salvation's door to
all who believe! It is worthy of note that
the earthly life of our Lord was filled with
trouble, opposition, blasphemy and hatred
from the manger to the cross. The manger
of Bethlehem signifies the unconcern and
hardness of heart exhibited by the world.
Even though there were unusual happenings in the heavens, Bethlehem's inn lay
wrapped in deep slumber, indifferent to
the fact that the Savior had been born
within its walls. That night the heavens
shone with light and the good news was
proclaimed to the shepherds. The angels
sang, the shepherds came and worshipped,
then departed telling the news as they
went, but was there no word of it in Bethlehem's inn?
Isn't this a picture of one who goes indifferently on, though God's presence and
opportunity comes near? How can this
Christmas Day bring blessing and joy to
those who refuse to prepare their hearts
for the Christ, but rather continue on in
the things of the world! Let it not be said,
"There was no room in the inn."—India.

A Remarkable Answer
to Prayer

M

R. JAY GOULD once left his eastern
home for a trip across the continent.
After visiting the Pacific States he returned by the southern route through Texas.
In the western part of that state the train
he was traveling on was halted for a few
hours at a little town to make needed repairs on the engine. While this was being done, Mr. Gould, to pass the time,
walked up the village street to view the
place and see what was going on among
them. On one corner a large crowd had
gathered, as though something more than
usual was taking place. Mr. Gould walked up and found a sale going on, and the
auctioneer calling out, "Fourteen hundred
and seventy-five dollars." He inquired of
a man what was being sold, and was told
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that it was a new church house, and that
the contracting builder had a claim on it
for the work. It appeared that the limit
had been reached, as no one wished to
raise the last bid for the church house.
Mr. Gould, to help the sale, offered fifteen
hundred dollars, which the auctioneer called a few times without a raise, and the
church-house was sold to Mr. Gould.
Three gray-haired old men standing
near watched the proceedings of the transfer and, going up to Mr. Gould, not knowing who he was, asked him what he intended to do with the church he had just
bought.
"What is it to you what I do with it?
It is mine now, to keep or to give away,"
said the millionaire.
One of the men said, "This is what it is
to u s : we three men are trustees of that
church house and were sent here to see and
then report what disposal was made of it;
and in the church, at this moment, the
entire congregation with the presiding elder and preacher, are down on their knees
before the God of Heaven, asking Him to
Divinely interfere in some way to save our
church, so that it may not be lost to us.
That is what it is to our people."
On inquiry this was learned to be the
fact. Then Mr. Gould said. "I believe you
good people have more need of the prop-
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the flock except at the hour
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devote time to those belonging
your
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the faithful for the coldness of
absentees.
say or do something good for
other
denomination.
fill the pulpit
regularly.
have a suitable substitute when
must be absent.
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Don't support or attend Sunday
School.
If you attend, always be late.
Don't organize the Young People.
Don't visit the ill and 'needy.
Don't visit those who are well.
Don't have a friendly appealing
disposition.
Don't use words easy to be understood in
delivering your messages; use all
the high-sounding words
possible.
Don't

be content with your present pastorate, but be continually on the
lookout for a bigger and better one.

But the
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erty than I have, and will make better use
of it." He wrote out a bill of sale, signed
his full name to it, and handed it to the
trustees, who were surprised to know that
they were dealing with one of the wealthiest men of our land. They heartily thanked him, bade him a warm brotherly goodbye and a safe journey home, and with
a kind "God bless you," the rich man was
gone.
The three men hastened to the church
and found the congregation singing praises
to God for victory.
They reported their great, and apparently miraculous success, and decided to
wxite a formal letter of thanks to their
generous millionaire benefactor.
Mr.
Gould sometimes showed this letter to his
friends, and prized it very highly, for he
said it warmed his heart more than any
million dollar bond he had.
This true story shows a remarkable
providence. Mr. Jay Gould had to return
through Texas; the trouble with the engine
happened at the right time; the stop was
made at the right town, where God's people were praying. Mr. Gould was led in
his walk to the auction room, and he came
at the right moment, and thus providence
worked in answer to prayer. And so it is
still, and so it will be, as long as God's
children trust the Lord.—Selected.

How to Kill Your Preacher

How a Preacher Can Kill
a Church
Ignore

(13)

most effective way for a preacha church is to feed it the deadly
modernism instead of the living
God.

Don't attend the Sunday evening service.
Don't attend the prayer meeting.
Only hear him when
"convenient."
Habitually come late.
Sit just inside the door.
Don't give him your attention.
Rush out as soon as the service ends.
Act cold to show your
dignity.
Never thank him for his message.
Never appreciate his efforts.
Tell him what wonderful messages you
hear elsewhere.
Criticize him before your
children.
Don't make him welcome when he calls.
Criticize him for not calling.
Accuse his wife of trying to run things.
Don't offer to help.
Don't take your Sunday guests to hear
him.
Don't inform him when you are ill.
Don't pray for him.
Don't do what he says.
What about going thoughtfully over the
list again to see if you are guilty of some
of these things?
If you are guilty, the Word says:—
"whoso confesseth
and forsaketh
them
shall obtain mercy."
(Proverbs 28:13)
—Selected by Menno Richer.
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Schools

Bible Education Indispensable
OME months ago Dorothy Thompson related the frank confessions of four college graduates concerning the effects of
college education on their lives. All were
graduates from an old and honored Eastern institution. All four had achieved
high scholastic records and had won other honors.
While the four were all very different
from each other, yet each told substantially the same distressing story. They testified that their education had broken down
their belief in positive values; it had
weakened their faith in their country and
its traditions; it had brought them intellectual confusion and inner despair. They
had sought an escape in various ways:
One cast his lot, temporarily, with the
Communists; another, into complete skepticism and cynicism; another, into the
"only thing that seemed solid"—his own
egotism and self-interest.

S

One boy, who come near to a nervous
breakdown and whose family sent him to
a psychiatrist before he managed to pull
himself together, said, "When I went to
college I was full of enthusiasm*, particularly interested in history and philosophy.
I wanted to find out what made the wheels
go round in this world. I wanted to prepare 'niyself to do something — not just
make money. . . I wanted to love something—something bigger than I am . . .
But by my junior year I had become convinced that there wasn't anything that
could be believed. Everything was relative, and I was in space. I was like the
guy in that rhyme of Gillett Burgees's: 'I
wish that my room had a floor. I don't
so much care for a door. But this floating around without touching the ground
is getting to be quite a bore.' "
Another of the boys summed up his college experience thus: "We were told to
maintain the critical attitude—toward history, philosophy, biography, sociology,
economics. We were soaked in historic
relativism. I tried to maintain a "healthy
skepticism.' The trouble was that I observed, in reading history, that the people who moved this world were people
animated by a passion for something. I
could see that you couldn't write off faith
as one of the prime moulders of history,
and that when there wasn't any faith, pure
gangsterism and piracy broke loose. I
could see that if I and my generation were,
going to mean anything in this world and
not just be dots and specks pushed around
by forces we couldn't control, we had to
find out what our convictions were; but
meanwhile I had lost my moorings."
The narrator adds that this particular
story had a happy ending, for they come
under the influence of a remarkable teach-

•
•
er "who opened up their eyes to the real
world" and "saved their souls." This was
fortunate, but exceptional. The system of
education that made agnostics out of them
remains; there are some notable exceptions among schools of higher learning,
but they only prove the rule. It is the
system that disintegrates loyalties and dissipates convictions; that makes students
skeptics, scoffers, and unbelievers; that
leaves them in confusion and despair.
The Bible is indispensable because it
alone answers the A B C questions of life
and destiny. Where did I come from?
Where am I going? Why am I here?
What is the origin, the meaning, and the
end of human existence? The most brilliant thinkers today, the heirs of the accumulation of scientific knowledge of all
ages, have no answer to these questions.
Julian S. Huxley says that the picture of
the universe as drawn by science is one
"of appalling vastness, appalling age, and
appalling meaninglessness."
This view leaves the mind of man helpless and hopeless. One can only guess
whether there is any purpose or meaning
to life. There isn't a valid reason left
why anyone should choose to be a hero or
a traitor. There is nothing to look forward
to either for himself or the race. One
astronomer sees only the dismal possibility of the solar system being wrecked by
a passing star in a million or more years,
and then the purpose of it all, if indeed
there be a purpose, will remain undisclosed. But the Bible reveals that man was
created in the image of God and that he
was made to live and to serve his Creator.
It places man in a moral universe where
values are much more important than
light-years of space. It represents him as
a moral agent who sinned and fell from
his first estate. It thus provides the clue
to the terrible evil now in the world. The
Bible also unfolds the steps in God's great
plan to recover man from sin and to make
him the heir of life eternal. It points to
the culmination of history; the final triumph of righteousness over evil. In other
words, the Bible gives a rational interpretation of history and gives meaning to human existence.
The Bible is indispensable because it
provides the dynamic of the highest ethical ideal. To love God with the whole
mind and heart and one's neighbor as himself is the highest possible ideal for man.
Love is the fulfillment of the moral law,
which is woven into the very fabric of
the universe. Some years ago some free
thinkers met to formulate a higher ethical
code than the Sermon on the Mount. After
days of deliberation they concluded that
there could be nothing beyond loving one's
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neighbor as himself. Not only is this ideal
revealed, but the dynamic is provided by
the power of the Holy Spirit. "The love
"of God is shed abroad in our hearts by
the Holy Spirit which is given unto us"
(Rom. 5 : 5 ) .
The Bible is indispensable because it
reveals the world's one and only Saviour,
Jesus Christ. "There is none other name
under heaven given among men, whereby
we must be saved." Not only does He
save men from the plight of their sins,
but He gives them something worthy to
live for and to die for. He Himself is
the supreme value, deserving of complete
devotion. He challenges all who will folItfw Him to engage in the most heroic, the
most sacrifical, and the noblest work in
the .universe—the cause of human redemption.
The Bible is indispensable because it is
the greatest of character-building agencies.
The Apostle Paul advised Timothy that
the inspired Scriptures are useful "for instruction in right doing; that the man of
God may himself be complete and may be
perfectly equipped for every good work"
(Wey.). The Apostle Peter makes the emphatic assertion that all things that pertain to life and godliness are received
"through the knowledge" of Christ derived from the promises of the Word (II
Pet. 1:2-4). And this claim for the old
book is confirmed by modern experience;
one of America's foremost psychologists
says, "The greatest and most authentic
textbook on personality is still the Bible,
and the discoveries which psychologists
have made tend to confirm rather than
contradict the codification of personality
found there."*
These are the great verities taught by
the Bible. Every youth needs them for the
foundation of his life. And who should
be better versed in these than the Christian worker? And yet, sometimes the wisdom of this world is substituted for systematic study of the Bible by men who
would prepare themselves for the Christian ministry. It is axiomatic that the
evangel must first know the Bible and the
Person whom it discloses before he can
communicate its saving message to others.
The Bible is a perennial source of vision, inspiration, idealism, faith, hope, and
courage. Today youth is lost because it
does not know its counsels. "There is a
spirit in the Bible which, if it gets into
men, makes them tall of soul, tender in
heart, just, gentle, patient, strong, faithful
in life and fearless in death. We must recover the Bible." If we do, youth, which
has come to the stage of human action in
the most chaotic period in history, will
have an adequate basis to face the crisis.
Otherwise, as Dorothy Thompson stated, a
class resigns from history, but history
goes on.—Ft. Wayne Bible Institute.
* Henry C. Link, "The Return to. Religion," p. 103.

December 31, 1945

EVANGELICAL

VISITOR

WHY SAVE THE LORD'S DAY?
E. M. Sider
HE only command of the decalogue be- youth lead in our schools and are in deginning with the word "Remember" is mand everywhere.
the fourth. "Remember the Sabbath day
Science supports the divine law by showto keep it holy." Since God recognized the ins; in the analysis of the blood that only
danger there would be for man to forget five-sixths of an ounce of oxygen is reand violate this commandment, the word stored in one night's rest. During the week
"Remember" stands as a sentinel to com- one ounce is lost. This makes the Lord's
mand our attention and obedience. The Day a necessity to restore the lost ounce.
Jew chafed under this law, for he gathered Insomnia and nervous debility result. No
sticks and manna on the Sabbath Day. Men wonder doctors order sea voyages, etc. If
of the present day also chafe under the we kept the fifty-two Sabbaths of the year,
same commandment, for the wheels of com- that would provide us with almost two
merce and pleasure-seeking never stop, months of vacation annually. If we break
giving men time to recognize or receive the the Sabbath's laws, accounts must be
blessings of our appointed Sabbath.
squared somehow. In many cases it will be
The law of the Sabbath is a wise and as with the man who,
merciful one. It is as all embracing as the
Spent his health to get his wealth
sunlight, blessing rich and poor, high and
And then with might and main,
low alike. This law came to us from our
He turned around and spent his wealth
heavenly Father, and is meant to be the
To get his health again.
"Saving Bank of human existence." It
conserves man's physical, mental, spiritual
But most of all, the soul needs the Saband eternal welfare.
bath.
Not only do the body and mind have
Have we out-grown the Sabbath? Some
would have us think so, living as we are, their rights, but the soul has as well. To
under different conditions and belonging to be absent from the holy convocations of
a different age. But it is impossible that the Sabbath leaves the soul dried and
the human family ever can out-grow the shriveled. Just as the shell-fish needs the
Sabbath, for it is a part of the very frame- tide's return, so the soul needs the Sabwork of God's creation of earth and its bath's return to sustain and refresh its life
and faith, and to build fighting fibre for
occupants.
the trials and battles of the approaching
The body needs the Sabbath. Experience
week. As one has said, "if we could have
proves that the normal level of bodily
a photograph of the brain worker's mind
energy can not be maintained without a
we would see six layers of toil and grime."
regular day of rest, any more than a seven
Such a mind needs the spiritual bath proday clock can run without being re-wound,
vided at the place of worship.
the musical instrument tuned or the storage
The complete man, body, mind and soul,
battery re-charged. In the fierce competition
and feverish rush of these days there is a are desperately in need of the Sabbath. In
desperate need of the Sabbath rest. The a life of seventy years, our heavenly Fath'.r
difficulty today is to arrest this awful has provided us with ten years of Sundavs.
momentum on Saturday eve. So men just Let us avail ourselves of this rest and the
continue on through the day of rest, labor- hallowing influences thereby provided, so
ing and pleasure-seeking to find at the that when the great eternal day of rest
close of the Sabbath their money spent comes we might hear the words, "Come,
and their bodies tired. The body, being thou good and faithful servant enter into
physical, will break under this strain. The the joys of thy Lord."
superintendent of the Pennsylvania RailNanticoke, Ont.
road learned that the locomotives give
more days of service if allowed to stand
Spirit of Devils
every seventh day.
The mind needs the rest of the Sabbath.
Mrs. Fannie Erb
It is a fact of common recognition that
men who keep working the same "mental
AST evening as we helped with the eventreadmill" seven days of the week, blunt
ing chores, a little mouse sped past
the keen edge of their intellects. Their our pup dog, but quick as a flash he had
average intelligence and moral standards it in his mouth, and carried it to a safe
are lower. They read scarcely anything of place. He was careful not to kill it out
worth, and hold no special interest in cur- right, for he wanted some sport out of
rent events. A boy once asked his father, it. He would bite it, and then let it go,
who for a number of years had worked and watch it, that it didn't escape him.
seven days of the week, to take him to the The little thing shivered with fright, but
zoo. His father replied, "You don't need to the dog, evidently was at the top of his
go to the zoo, just look at me." This is one glee, for he would wag his tail in great
answer to the reason why our Christian satisfaction. Of course I soon put an end
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to his brutish enjoyment.
But I couldn't help but think of some
human beings that were just as bad as
that dog, and worse, for they had human
beings in their power, and took just as
much enjoyment out of torturing their
helpless victims as the dog did his helpless mouse. Many wonderful saints in the
days of martyrdom were put upon the
rack, and a physician was stationed close
by, to see that death did not rob them of
their victim, and they were taken off, only
to go thru the same torture another day.
But in this later war, it seemed all hell
was turned loose on saint and sinner alike, to show how deep the scar sin has
made on the human heart; and to show to
an assembled Universe just what sin will
do, and how far it will go.
We know the Japs and the Nazis excelled in atroctities, but one of our own
American boys was heard to say in his
prayer at an alter, "Oh! God, it was my
duty to kill him, but I didn't need to
torture h i m ! " In this Christian land we
have been taught to be kind to the suffering, and needy. We have laws even protecting animals from inhuman treatment,
but carnal cruelty still predominates in
many places. When people get so far away from God and human kindness, that
they will strike in such numbers that
babies have to go without milk; transportation is tied up, so even the sick can't
get a doctor, then the devil is at the helm,
and the country is headed for the ditch.
Then the thought came to us, "Is it possible that the devil has fallen so low
from his high state as an arch-angel in
Heaven, that he can rejoice in causing pain
and suffering; that he delights in ruination, and destruction beyond all shame or
remorse of conscience!" And we had to
admit it was so, and not only he, but all
those who have his spirit.
Then a great wave of rejoicing swept
over us, as we thought of the wonderful
redemption that Jesus brought to the human family; that He could redeem us
from this terrible curse, this self-destructive element that knows no mercy, that is
hell itself. How thankful, we ought to be,
how we should to praise our blessed Redeemer again and again, that He is able
to extricate us out of the dire entanglements of the cruel, binding chains of sin;
lift us from the slimy pit of hate, cruelty,
filth, and hellish practices, to the height
of holiness, purity, mercy, and love, and
keep us there. Praise His holy name forever!—Hubbard, Oregon.
For I am persuaded, that neither death,
nor life, nor angels, nor principalities, nor
powers, nor things present, nor things to
come, nor height, nor depth, nor any other creature, shall be able to separate us
from the love of God, which is in Christ,
Jesus our Lord.-1—Rom. 8:38-39.
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LIFT UP THINE EYES
Wendell E. Harmon
ORE and more of late," n a r r a t e s
Toyohiko Kagawa in his novel, Behold the Man, "when Judas was troubled
or had a problem to solve, he looked down.
The habit had grown strong on him. When
within walls, he stared at the floor; when
outside, at the earth; in a fishing boat, at
the water. It helped him to concentrate.
"Jesus, he had noticed, had a somewhat
similar habit. But he looked up. When
throngs pressed him, when "the voices of
the needy were a persistent many-toned discord in his ears, when the diseased, the
mained and the lame struggled toward
him, Jesus often paused, lifting His eyes
toward heaven. Then, after a bit, He was
apparently refreshed and strengthened,
ready to give Himself up again to His
compassionate laboring."

M

Lot and Abram were separating. Lot
chose all the plain of Jordan and pitched
his tent toward Sodom. Abram took what
was left. It was "what was left" only until
the Lord suggested to Abram, "Lift up
now thine eyes, and look from the place
where thou art northward, and southward,
and eastward, and westward." That made
a difference. The place where Abram stood
was not particularly desirable, but the
long look held promise.
My-o'pia, or nearsightedness, is a common optical ailment; and myopic Christianity is nearly as prevalent. The former
may be corrected by the use of concave
lenses; the latter may be remedied by taking note of the Lord's suggestion to Abram,
"Lift up now thine eyes."
In a social order in which specialization,
analytical research, and intense focusing
of one's interest in a single direction has
been constantly emphasized, we find ourselves becoming a race of spiritually
myopic individuals, without any sense of
true perspective as to just where we and
our particular task fit into the larger
whole. E. Stanley Jones points out that
we have become very proficient at the process of analysis or tearing down, but we
have shown very little ability to synthesize,
or to build up. As we go our way, eyes
downward, we are losing sight of the
great verities of life, of an absolute God,
creator and ruler of an absolute universe,
administrator or absolute moral laws, and
absolute judge of those who do not raise
their eyes to see.
The most encouraging thing about the
Lord's great command to Abram is the
phrase, "look from the place where thou
a r t " ; and the most urgent thing is the use
of the word, "now."
It is often difficult to turn one's eyes from
the sordidness of environment to the majesty of the heavens. Our mental institution
was located in a fertile valley, bordered on

both sides by beautiful ranges of mountain. For days at a time we hardly noticed
the mountains; we began allowing ourselves to suppose that all of life consisted
only of the misery, despondency, frustration, and pollution of the institution. But
no, those mountains were a part of life too.
They represented life's highest horizons,
the ultimate of worthwhile living. No
wonder we are becoming a society of
pessimists, relativists, and profligates. We
have concentrated too long on our own
small field of interests and haven't raised
our eyes often enough to the "northward,
and southward, and eastward, and westward."
There are several things from
Christians must lift up their eyes.

which

Firstly, Christians must lift their eyes
from their environment. This is not to say
that we must escape our environment, be-,
cause that is impossible. It means we are
to lift up our eyes "from the place where
(we a r e ) . " Nothing is quite so influential
on our lives as the forces which surround
us, and nothing is quite so un-Christian today as those forces. The godlessness of
our social system is nothing superficial;
it pervades every aspect of our society:
our art, science, ethics, jurisprudence,
philosophy, economics, and even theology.
Recent statistics collected through legitimate scientific methods would tend to
prove that it is more difficult to do the
will of God in our day than at any other
time in the history of the world. Why?
Simply because our society is more ungodly, and because it is a very difficult
thing to move against the current of society's modes and conventions.
But this the sincere Christian must do.
If he doesn't, he must admit to the fact
that he is doing the will of his social order, and not the will of God. And they are
by no means synonomous!
Secondly, the Christian must lift up his
eyes from the dangerous philosophy of materialism, where everything must have a
price tag and the value must be noted in
dollars and cents. Obviously life cannot
be carried on without materialistic considerations. It is absolutely necessary that
we earn enough to make a living. But only
to a certain point! Beyond that point we
are no longer working for money, but for
the love of money. Christ never condemned
the laborer earning money, but he most
definitely condemnec those who were possessed with the love of money.
But the pernicious doctrine of materialism goes deeper than simply financial matters. It would have us believe that the ultimate value of things rests only on sensory
perceptions; that is, things can be valued
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only if they can be seen, handled, analyzed, and put to work. The Christian
standard of values is infinitely higher.
There are things that cannot be handled,
seen, or analyzed, or even understood,
which are infinite in value. Some things
which financiers would call unprofitable
often yield immeasurable returns. A real
estate investment may bring as much as
200 percent profit; the same investment in
Christ's work may yield a thousand souls
for the Kingdom of God.
Thirdly, the Christian must raise his eyes
from the narrow boundaries with which he
has circumscribed himself, to the panoramic view which will embrace all of
God's world and all of God's children.
This includes directing one's eyes away
from personal interests and desires to the
welfare of the group, the turning from
denominationalism to universal brotherhood, and shifting from nationalism to internationalism and to the still broader concept of the Kingdom of God. In the Kingdom structure there is "neither Greek nor
Jew, circumcision nor uncircumcision,
Barbarian, Scythian, bond nor free; but
Christ is all, and in all."
It is narrow thinking that always starts
wars. And every nation is likewise guilty.
We are more eager to dominate than to cooperate, and we have a major war every
quarter century as punishment for our
stubbornness. We are so intent upon partitioning men off according to their particular color, race, culture, or political system that we forget that neither the love
of God nor the bent toward sinning can
be restricted behind our self-made boundaries. Just as walls cannot keep out the
darts of Satan neither can they restrict
God's mercy and grace to one selfish area.
If we are to gain a true perspective of
the Kingdom of God and learn how to
serve it effectively, we must realize that it
affects all men the same. They accept it
or reject it not by virtue of their color or
politics, but rather by virtue of their willingness to accept the head of the Kingdom, Jesus Christ.
"Lift up now thine eyes.'.' Besides having the mind of Christ, Christians should
also have the eye of God. If we did, there
would be less myopia among us.
—Three Rivers, Calif.
"In discussing the values that C.P.S.
men should take along home we would
like to quote from an outline given by
J. Winfield Fretz about a year ago: I.
A rediscovery of God; 2. doctrines of humility, simplicity, suffering, and self-sacrifice; 3. rediscovery of our heritage; 4.
rediscovery of a sense of Christian brotherhood. He also mentioned a few things
which we do not want to take along home
and one of these is selfishness and materialism."
Him that cometh unto Me I will in no
wise cast him out.—John 6:37.

